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Core Values
economic prosperity

Supplying essential materials
The European Aggregates Industry supplies, and will continue to supply, materials essential for 
the improvement of standards of living and the quality of life in Europe. 

Providing jobs
The European Aggregates Industry’s operations are an important source of jobs and economic 
development, particularly in rural areas.

Contributing to Europe’s competitiveness
The European Aggregates Industry is and will continue to be a fundamental pillar of the  
European Economy.

Social progress

Ensuring Health & Safety 
The health & safety of its employees, contractors and visitors is the highest priority for the 
European Aggregates Industry. 

Training employees
The European Aggregates Industry will maintain and develop a well trained and skilled  
workforce.

Partnering with stakeholders
The European Aggregates Industry aims to engage with all relevant stakeholders. Its opera-
tions are an integral part of regional and local communities.

Contributing to Europe’s Heritage
The European Aggregates Industry acknowledges the importance of our common natural and 
built European heritage and will continue to promote best practices throughout the sector.

environmental Stewardship

Contributing to biodiversity
The European Aggregates Industry is committed to integrating biodiversity in its operations. 

Managing Land
It accepts its responsibility as a land manager to prepare sites for environmental, agricultural, 
recreational, landscape or other community use during and after the operations.

Conserving Resources
The European Aggregates Industry recognises recycled aggregates as a factor of sustainability 
and as a valuable source of raw materials.
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essential Materials for Constructing a 
Better World

As an industry we make a vital contribution 
to Europe’s economic growth by sustainably 
providing the essential materials for con-
structing a better world. We are the building 
blocks of homes, hospitals, schools, flood 
defences, roads, bridges, and more generally 
transport and other infrastructure required 
by our European society. 

Also, we increasingly contribute to curb the 
trend of loss of biodiversity, by providing 
appropriate ecosystems for both fauna and 
flora during and after our extraction activity. 
 This often takes place with the help of those 
NGO’s that are willing to cooperate in a con-
structive way with our industry seeking to 
continuously and affordably improve best 
available practices.

Because of our achievements and the demon- 
strated credibility of our sector, I believe 
there needs to be greater recognition of the 
compatibility between extraction sites and 
protected areas through more flexible guide-
lines. 

The key challenge for the European Non- 
Energy Extraction Industry remains access to 
resources. Over the last year, we launched a 
major campaign to secure access to aggre-
gate raw materials for the European con-
struction industry, that included a meeting 
with EU Vice President Günter Verheugen, 
jointly with my colleague President of CEPMC. 
On this occasion, UEPG’s priorities for a new 
European Commission policy initiative were 
outlined. 

We are calling on the Commission to clas-
sify aggregate raw materials as a strategic 
resource for the European Union’s construc-
tion industry, and to press Member States to 
give higher priority to aggregate resources. 
Potential reserves must be better inventoried 
and proven resources should not needlessly 
be sterilised. We would like Member States 
to be urged to set up the necessary regula-
tory and administrative framework to finalise 
planning and authorising decisions within a 
reasonable timescale. 

In taking over the Presidency of UEPG, I would 
like to pay tribute to the achievements of my 
predecessors: those who launched UEPG,  
including the late Raymond Berger, but also 
more recently Manfred Asamer and Didier 
Audibert. Under their leadership, we raised 
the profile of our sector: by enlarging the 
number of members, by shaping our public 
image, and through meetings held at the 
highest level with the European Commission 
on policy initiatives and strategic plans. With 
the outstanding support of the permanent 
UEPG General Secretariat, they substantially 
widened our network in the European Parlia-
ment. 

The Committees, their members and par-
ticularly Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen also 
deserve our appreciation for their excellent 
work. 

On behalf of all UEPG members, I would 
like to express grateful recognition to all of 
them.

Denis Mertens
President UEPG

President’s Introduction

�



�

annual report 2007European Aggregates Association

Aggregates in Europe
What are aggregates?

Aggregates are a granular material used in construction. The most common natural aggre-
gates of mineral origin are sand, gravel and crushed rock. An end-product in themselves as 
railway ballast or armourstones, aggregates are also a raw material used in the manufacture 
of other vital construction products such as ready-mixed concrete (made of 80% aggregates), 
pre-cast products, asphalt (made of 95% aggregates), lime and cement.

Aggregates are produced from natural sources extracted from quarries and gravel pits and 
in some countries from sea-dredged materials (marine aggregates). Secondary aggregates 
are usually by-products from other industrial processes, like blast or electric furnace slags or 
china clay residues. Recycled aggregates derive from reprocessing materials previously used in 
construction, including construction and demolition residues and railway ballast.

What are aggregates used for?

The main end-uses of aggregates are:

Homes
The construction of a typical new home uses up to 400 tonnes of aggregates (both end- 
product and concrete) - from the foundations through to the roof tiles.

Other buildings and structures
From local hospitals and schools to bridges and flood protection - all are made possible  
by aggregates. They provide strength but in many cases also architectural beauty. The con-
struction of a school uses up to 3,000 tonnes of aggregates. For a sports stadium, up to 
300,000 tonnes are needed.

Roads
Aggregates feature at all levels of the road construction up to the surface, which includes 
aggregates resistant to polishing, ensuring skid-resistance. The construction of 1 km of  
motorway uses up to 30,000 tonnes of aggregates.

Railways
Aggregates are essential as track ballast for Europe’s rail network. The construction of 1 meter 
of railway for a High Speed train (TGV) uses up to 9 tonnes of aggregates.

What does the european aggregates industry represent?

The European aggregates industry is the largest non-energy extractive sector in the EU with 3 
billion tons produced every year. It consists of more than 28,000 extraction sites across Europe 
and a majority of operators in the sector are small and medium sized enterprises. The aver-
age annual aggregates production represents 7 tons per EU citizen. The European aggregates 
industry plays a key role by providing essential materials for the European construction sector. 
Take away aggregates and our built environment would literally fall apart.

uepG represents:

• 22 European countries

•  3 billion tonnes of  
aggregates per year

• 28,000 sites

•  350,000 employees 
(incl. sub-contractors

Take away aggregates 
and our built environment 
would literally fall apart.
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What is uepG?

UEPG stands for “Union Européenne des Producteurs de Granulats” (European Aggregates As-
sociation). Since 1987, UEPG has promoted the interests of the European aggregates industry 
by representing its National Member Associations on economic, technical, environmental and 
health & safety policy. It was incorporated in 2006 as a aisbl with its seat in Brussels, where 
the permanent General Secretariat is also located.

UEPG pro-actively identifies EU initiatives and policies that are likely to impact on Euro-
pean aggregates producers. It provides Members with brief and concise information through  
regular publications and ad-hoc updates, and ensures UEPG positions are considered by EU 
decision-makers. UEPG positively promotes the profile of the European aggregates industry.
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Economic Outlook
the year 2006 was, according to euroconstruct, the culmination of 6 years of  
development in the construction industry

Statistical data for period of years 1990–2009 shows the following construction market  
cycles: 1993–1999 (1st cycle) and 1999–2006 (2nd cycle). The European construction market 
was at a peak in the 2nd cycle in 2006 and therefore it is expected to see the next peak in 
about 2012 (3rd cycle).

The highest growth rates were recorded in all countries observed (EC19) during the period of 
years 2004–2006. Construction in ten out of nineteen countries showed the highest growth 
rates in 2006 and total European growth reached a peak in the second cycle this year (3.7%). 
The year 2007 can be considered as the starting year of the third cycle hence the growth rates 
are currently decreasing and they are expected to decrease in all Euroconstruct countries 
except for 3 countries (Hungary, Poland and the United Kingdom) in 2008. The turning point 
is expected in 2008–2009 and afterwards the growth rates will catch up in 2012. It is possible 
to observe similar cycles in development in the housing market by taking a look at the number 
of completed new homes. This indicator is expected to be the highest in 2007 and should 
decrease afterwards in Western European countries. 

Housing Market

The European housing markets were good in 2006. A positive development can be observed 
in a majority of European countries, above all Spain and Ireland. At the end of 2007 growth 
is expected to slow down and it will nearly flatten in 2008 and 2009. Within Europe major  
differences can be observed. At the negative end are the housing markets in Portugal and 
Poland where the housing production was 30% lower than in 2003. 

BIG 5
North 4
East 4

civil eng.

non-res.

resid.

0
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

Centr. 6
West 15
Total

0

1000

IR
L

ES
P

N
O

R

FI
N

PO
R

CZ
E

AU
T

W
es

t 
E

N
ED FR
A U
K

BE
L

SU
I

DE
N IT
A

G
ER PO

L

H
U

N

SW
E

SV
K

69
22

63
76

55
37

52
94

40
80

39
00

36
17

33
48

32
49

30
49

29
95

29
34

28
34

25
70

25
17

24
99

24
04

19
86

19
62

16
46

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

Development of Construction Output 1990-2009 in %

Source: EUROCONSTRUCT, June 2007



�

non-residential Market

The next few years will be favourable for non-residential building mainly for two reasons: On 
the one hand economic growth has major stimulating effects as well as increasing corporate 
profits for industry and commerce. On the other hand investment in properties is winning 
share from other types of investment. There is an abundance of capital world-wide in search 
of investment opportunities, and property transactions increased quite strongly in 2006 and 
are likely to continue to do so. The real estate business is increasingly international. The impact 
of the still relatively low interest rates is very positive.

European total non-residential building remained quite stable from 2002 to 2005. In 2006 
growth reached 2.4 per cent while the highest growth at 3.5 per cent was forecast for the 
year. In 2008 and 2009 the figure will be slightly under 3 per cent. The forecasts for the non- 
residential sector are now clearly better than a year ago or last December. The clear growth 
that started in 2006 will last for the entire period until 2009. Growth will focus on new non-
residential building; renovation will increase less. 

Civil engineering

After three years with relative little growth, new pressures in various countries are stimu-
lating demand for civil engineering works in the forecast period. The investment outlook for 
European civil engineering construction in the years ahead is optimistic, with growth rates 
between 3 and 4% annually. The major relative contribution to this outlook clearly stems from 
the Central and Eastern European (CEE) countries, with yearly growth rates above 10%. 

In Western Europe, only the Irish civil engineering production is rising at the same pace. Other 
Western European countries with a relative positive outlook are Germany, Sweden, Spain and 
Austria, with average yearly growth rates above 4%. A decreasing output is foreseen in Italy, 
Belgium and Portugal. Due to the positive development of European GDP, which stimulates 
private as well as public investments, civil engineering will be one of the driving forces in the 
construction industry. Road construction will be the most dynamic sector, which is expected 
to grow at an average of 4.4 % between 2007 and 2009.
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UEPG Structure
uepG DeleGateS aSSeMBlY

treasurer

Jacques Grob 
Switzerland

past president

Alain Pasquier* 
France

president

Denis Mertens 
Belgium

1st Vice-president

Roberto Bonati 
Italy

2nd Vice-president

Vladimir Herman 
Czech Republic

Board Member

Hermann Reifenscheid 
Germany

Board Member

Simon Van Der Byl 
United Kingdom

Board Member

Fransisco Ibáñez Diez 
Spain

Board Member

Martti Kärkkäinnen 
Finland

BoarD

uepG General SeCretarIat

* Didier Audibert proposed that Alain Pasquier should represent France’s seat since he will have retired

teCHnICal

Chair

Jean-Marc Vanbelle 
Belgium

Vice-Chair

John Lay 
United Kingdom

recycling

Vincent Basuyau 
France

Secretary

Markus Schumacher 
Germany

enVIronMent

Chair

Arnaud Colson 
France

Vice-Chair

Liam Smyth 
Ireland

Secretary

Julian Gonthier 
UEPG

HealtH & SaFetY

Chair

Martin Isles 
United Kingdom

Vice-Chair

César Luaces Frades 
Spain

Secretary

Dirk Fincke 
UEPG

eConoMIC

Chair

Hans-Peter Braus 
Germany

Vice-Chair

Jerry McLaughlin 
United Kingdom

Secretary

Dirk Fincke 
UEPG
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Activities
Health & Safety Environment Technical Economic

Under the Chairmanship of Martin Isles (Quarry Products Association, United Kingdom) vice-
chaired by César Luaces Frades (FdA, Spain), the UEPG Health & Safety Committee’s mission is 
to contribute to shaping policy at European level and to participating in voluntary initiatives. 
The Committee consists of 30 Members.

Social Dialogue agreement on respirable Crystalline Silica

The Social Dialogue Agreement on Respirable Crystalline Silica is a voluntary initiative from 
the industry to protect workers from silica dust exposure. Twelve industrial sectors including 
aggregates, glass, foundries, concrete, cement, industrial minerals, metal mining and ceramics 
signed the agreement and are represented in the NePSi Council – the Negotiation Platform 
on Crystalline Silica. In June 2007 the industry handed in a report on the progress of the 
implementation process. The first quantitative report will be delivered in May 2008. To facili-
tate the reporting, the NePSi Council will launch an online reporting scheme considering the 
confidentiality of the data in January 2008.

Standing Working party for the Mining and other extractive Industries - SWpeI

UEPG is represented by the Chairman of the Health & Safety Committee in the SWPEI, a con-
sultative party within the Advisory Committee for Health and Safety. Its main objectives are: 

•  Reviewing bibliographies and screening of the most important documents adopted by the 
Safety and Health Commission for the Mining and Other Extractive Industries (SHCMOEI)

• Preparing a code on good practice on issues where needed

• Identifying Commission legislative tools for which the SWPEI could comment

•  Promoting the exchange of information with the new countries on aspects related to the 
health and safety of workers in the mining and other extractive industries in the EU Member 
States

labeling and traceability explosives

The European Commission presented a draft Commission Directive on the labelling and trace-
ability of explosives. The purpose of the proposal is to put in place a system which, based on 
an EU wide labelling scheme, will facilitate the tracing of explosives from their production 
through the entire distribution chain until their final use. The Directive should make it easier 
to notice disappearances and illicit possession of explosives. The Health & Safety Committee is 
closely following the developments to ensure the implementation of a feasible system.

The Social Dialogue 
Agreement on Respirable 
Crystalline Silica is a 
voluntary initiative from 
the industry to protect 
workers from silica dust 
exposure.
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uepG Health & Safety Good practice Guide in the aggregates Industry

This Guide is a reference document presenting 200 examples of good practices applied in our 
sector all over Europe other aggregate companies can follow.

atlantic alliance

UEPG is supporting and encouraging the objectives of the Atlantic Alliance. The ‘Atlantic Al-
liance’ is currently a grouping of national Producers and national Health & Safety Regulators 
from the surface extractive industries. Founder member countries are the USA, Great Britain, 
Northern Ireland, Ireland and Germany. Meetings are taking place every year in North America 
or Europe. It was the Alliance that convinced multinational manufacturers to consider the 
needs of their customers, so far as ‘access to’ and ‘egress from’ their equipment is concerned. 
For many years, these manufacturers had been perceived as ‘hiding’ behind the lack of EN and 
or ISO standards.

other work areas

The UEPG Health & Safety Committee is monitoring on a number of other issues including the 
Community strategy 2007-2012 on health and safety at work.

UEPG is supporting  
and encouraging the 
objectives of the Atlantic 
Alliance.
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Under the chairmanship of Arnaud Colson (UNPG, France) and the vice-chairmanship of Liam 
Smyth (ICF, Ireland), the UEPG Environment Committee has continued to address key EU  
environmental issues for the sector, drawing on the professional expertise of its Members 
while ensuring well-coordinated advocacy actions across Europe. 

Biodiversity

The European Aggregates Industry has become one of the leading industries in biodiversity 
management. Our sector recognises that its activities have a potential impact on the area 
in which it operates. It is therefore committed to enhancing biodiversity before, during and 
after the extraction takes place, enabling the creation of new nature conservation areas and 
habitats. Building on its unique expertise and know-how gained on the ground, a UEPG Bio-
diversity Task Force was launched in October 2006. Led by Liam Smyth (Ireland), Vice-Chair of 
the UEPG Environment Committee, it aims at promoting the sector’s positive contributions 
and disseminating good practice. 

On 12-13 November 2007 UEPG participated in the EU Presidency Conference on Business and 
Biodiversity in Lisbon. This illustrates the way in which the European Aggregates Industry is 
committed to contributing to halting the loss of biodiversity. In its Declaration, UEPG commit-
ted itself to communicating the IUCN 2010 biodiversity target and disseminating Countdown 
2010 materials, making every effort towards a net positive impact of the Aggregates sector on 
biodiversity, and promoting compatibility between extractive sites and Natura 2000 areas.

Mining Waste Implementation

During the last twelve months, UEPG environment experts have continued to focus their work 
on the implementation of the Directive on the management of waste from the extractive 
industries. This has been a high priority for the Committee. By 1 May 2008, the Commission 
will adopt provisions necessary for implementation, including: completion of the technical  
requirements for waste characterisation; interpretation of the inert waste definition; defini-
tion of the criteria for the classification of waste facilities; technical guidelines for the estab-
lishment of the financial guarantee and determination of harmonised standards for sampling 
and analysis methods.

The European Commission is assisted by a Technical Adaptation Committee (TAC) consisting of 
representatives of the Member States and chaired by Directorate-General Environment. UEPG 
has worked closely with other members of the Non Energy Extractive Industry Panel (NEEIP) to 
coordinate industry’s inputs to the implementation preparatory work. Outstanding key issues 
for the European Aggregates Industry include the interpretation of the inert waste definition 
and definition of the criteria for the classification of waste facilities.

Activities
Health & Safety Environment Technical Economic

The European Aggregates 
Industry has become one 
of the leading industries in 
biodiversity management
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revised Waste Framework Directive

The European Commission proposed on 21 December 2005 a new strategy on the prevention 
and recycling of waste aiming to set recycling standards and to include an obligation on EU 
Member States to develop national waste prevention programmes. Key issues for the aggre-
gates industry include: definition of waste, provisions related to unexcavated contaminated 
soil and uncontaminated excavated materials, by-products for example overburden and top-
soil, as well as end-of-waste criteria.

The European Commission also adopted a Communication on by-products. Its objective was 
to guide competent authorities in making case-by-case judgments on whether a given mate-
rial is a waste or not, and to give companies information on how these decisions should be 
taken. In the context of the implementation of the Directive on Management of Waste from 
the Extractive Industries, the Communication aims to clarify what is waste and what is not by 
defining terms such as production residues and by-products.

Soil protection

In September 2006, the European Commission adopted a proposal for a Soil Framework  
Directive. In its current form, Annex II is likely to impact on the European Aggregates Industry. 
The EC Soil Strategy is set out in a Communication, accompanied by an Impact Assessment 
and a proposal for a Soil Framework Directive. 

Key issues for UEPG are that the inclusion in Annex II would lead to disproportionate addi-
tional administrative requirements including a soil status report; and the negative impact 
on the image of the European Aggregates Industry if it should be considered as a polluting 
activity. 

Marine Strategy Directive

In October 2005, the Commission proposed a strategy to protect Europe’s marine environ-
ment. It aims to ensure that all EU marine waters are environmentally healthy by 2021.  
The European Parliament will conclude its second reading of the Directive in December 2007. 
The key issue for the marine aggregates industry is the definition of marine protected areas in 
which areas of a sufficient size may be protected from all extractive uses.

Led by Arnaud Colson, the UEPG Marine Aggregates Task Force has had multiple contacts with 
the European Commission and key Members of the European Parliament to present its views. 
The Task Force is also involved in the Marine Aggregate Network (Maggnet) which brings  
together research, governments and industries from countries across Europe.

other Work areas

The Environment Committee also worked on other issues including the Sustainable Develop-
ment Indicators or the implementation of the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive.

Key issues for the aggre-
gates industry include: 
definition of waste,  
provisions related to un-
excavated contaminated 
soil and uncontaminated 
excavated materials, 
by-products for example 
overburden and topsoil, 
as well as end-of-waste 
criteria.

The Marine Aggregates 
Task Force is also  
involved in the Marine  
Aggregate Network  
(Maggnet) which brings  
together research,  
governments and  
industries from countries 
across Europe.
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Chaired by Jean-Marc Vanbelle (Gralex, Belgium) and vice-chaired by John Lay (Cemex, United 
Kingdom), members of the UEPG Technical Committee have continued to work over the last 
twelve months as a well coordinated European team on key technical issues likely to impact 
on the sector. They have particularly benefited from its Secretary Markus Schumacher (BKS, 
Germany).

Dangerous Substances

The UEPG Technical Committee has followed very closely the work of CEN/TC 351 (Dan- 
gerous substances). TC 351 aims at designing testing criteria and test methods to measure the 
potential release of dangerous substances from construction products. This could potentially 
lead to a greater testing burden for UEPG members as a majority of EU Member States do not 
have formal systems of test for such releases.

The potential impact on the European Aggregates Industry is difficult to assess at this stage. 
The general consensus within the UEPG Technical Committee is that protection of hygiene, 
health and the environment are vital, but the measures adopted should be proportionate to 
the risks involved. The “Without Testing” concept is applied where there is evidence that the 
risk posed by a product is extremely low. In this case, no testing is necessary. The “Without Fur-
ther Testing” concept allows that if initial type testing shows that the risk posed by a product 
is low, then no further testing is necessary. 

On the other hand, if the initial type testing shows any kind of risk, then the product must 
be routinely tested under a system of factory production control (“Further Testing”). The dif-
ficulty arises in the application of these concepts. Clearly, aggregate producers consider that 
most aggregates in most applications should be classified “Without Testing”. Others may take 
a more precautionary approach, and at the very least supporting evidence will be required.

The Technical Committee has also monitored the works of TC154  TG13 which is in charge of 
the preparation of the adaptation of TC 154 standards to the standards which will be issued 
by TC 351.

Standards revision: Cen/tC 154

Members of UEPG Technical Committee made a key contribution to amending TC154 products 
and test standards to better address the characteristics of recycled and secondary aggre-
gates.

A UEPG ad-hoc Task Force has been set up in October 2006 to identify dangerous substances 
that are relevant for aggregates and develop contructive proposals. This Task Force also pre-
pared a positive list of aggregates which could be submitted to TC 154 TG 13 for consideration 
as “without testing” or “without further testing”

Activities
Health & Safety Environment Technical Economic

The UEPG Technical Com-
mittee has followed very 
closely the work  
of CEN/TC 351 (Dan- 
gerous substances).
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In June 2007 CEN TC154 launched the 5 years revision of the harmonised products standards. 
The challenge for aggregates producer will be to improve the consistency between the differ-
ent standards and include ad-hoc conformity criteria. 

revision of the Construction products Directive

In view of revising the Construction Product Directive (CPD), the Commission launched in 
2006 a wide stakeholders consultation on important features of the Directive in order to 
make it more simple and transparent, improve its effectiveness, and reduce the costs of its 
implementation. 

The UEPG Technical Committee shares the main concerns highlighted in the stakeholder con-
sultation, including the need for a harmonised legislative framework, an absolute need for 
clarification, clear scope for simplification and serious concern about the potential specific 
effects of the CPD on small and medium enterprises.

The European Commission plans to propose a Regulation to replace the current CPD Direc-
tive. A Regulation is directly applicable. This means that it creates law which takes immediate  
effect in all the Member States in the same way as a national instrument, without any further 
action on the part of the national authorities, unlike a Directive. Key issues for UEPG have 
included electronic CE marking, testing laboratories and attestation of conformity. 

The UEPG Technical Com-
mittee shares  
the main concerns  
high-lighted in the Stake-
holder consultation, on 
the revision  
of the Construction Prod-
ucts Directive.
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Activities
Health & Safety Environment Technical Economic

Chaired by Hans-Peter Braus (BKS, Germany) and vice-chaired by Jerry McLaughlin (Quarry 
Products Association, United Kingdom) the UEPG Economic Committee is the main instru-
ment to collect and analyse economic data. This is to demonstrate the valuable contribution 
of the European Aggregates Industry to the EU economy and quality of life. The Economic 
Committee was established by the Delegates Assembly in Paris in 2006. It takes over and  
continues the work of the Statistical Committee. 

The Committee addressed issues such as: 

access to resources

The European Aggregates Industry supplies, and will continue to supply, materials essential 
for the improvement of standards of living and the quality of life in Europe. The pre-condition 
to do so is access to resources. To maintain the minerals supply and to minimise the envi-
ronmental impact, the industry needs to have access to resources close to areas of demand. 
Sound data and case studies including studies from national associations will demonstrate 
the challenge and help to ensure a balance between environmental, social and economic in-
terests. Members of the Committee are responding to requests of the European Commission 
launching an initiative to improve access to resources.

Market based instruments

The European Environment Agency has published a report on market based instruments for 
managing natural resources called “The case of taxes /charges on sand, gravel and rock”. The 
paper concluded that tax on aggregates, if properly designed and combined with other instru-
ments, could have positive effects on the environmental impacts of aggregates and construc-
tion. The members of the Economic Committee decided to produce a Position Paper on market 
based instruments.

economic added value

The aggregates industry is triggering economic growth, employment and social welfare.  
National studies from Germany and Austria are underlining the thesis providing productivity 
factors and figures of re-investment. 

Improving accuracy of uepG statistics

Since 2006 UEPG presents its Annual Statistics not only in the Annual Report but also on the 
website www.uepg.eu giving member associations another opportunity to amend figures if 
necessary. For the first time the production of marine aggregates have been included demon-
strating the potential in this sub-sector.

The UEPG Economic 
Committee is the main 
instrument to collect and 
analyse economic data.

The aggregates industry 
is triggering economic 
growth, employment and 
social welfare.
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General Secretariat
Located in Brussels, at the centre of the European Union quarter, the UEPG General Secretariat 
works closely with European Union legislators to contribute to all stages of the policy making 
process on behalf of the European Aggregates Industry.

providing eu intelligence 

The UEPG General Secretariat’s first mission is to provide UEPG Members with advance noti-
fication of policy initiatives that may impact on the European Aggregates Industry. Its small 
and effective team keeps UEPG Members informed of any relevant EU policy developments at 
all stages of the legislative process through timely and concise email reports. 

The UEPG General Secretariat has monitored emerging proposals or initiatives such as the Pol-
lutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR), the Ambient Air Quality Directive and the Com-
munication on Biodiversity. The UEPG General Secretariat maintains daily and close contacts 
with UEPG Members so that it can respond quickly to any issue of national concern. It also 
briefed Members directly by participating in national events. In 2007 these were in Austria, 
Germany, Norway, Spain and the United Kingdom. 

Since its inception in 2003, the monthly e-newsletter EU Insight has proved a popular tool 
which offers a succinct summary of recent policy developments. It outlines the next steps, 
so that UEPG Members can anticipate future developments of any EU initiative and provide 
constructive inputs to influence the outcome. To ensure a further distribution of this com-
munication tool, the newsletter is now available on the UEPG website www.uepg.eu in English 
(EU Insight), German (Bericht aus Brüssel) and French (Bulletin Europe). 

The UEPG General Secretariat is equally well placed to attend and participate in Commis-
sion Stakeholder consultation meetings, committee meetings in the European Parliament and  
external fora.

 Involving the aggregates Industry in eu policy Making

The proximity to the EU Institutions and day-to-day contact with policy-makers allow the 
UEPG General Secretariat to identify opportunities for the European Aggregates Industry to 
become involved in the policy making process. For example, UEPG was invited to chair the 
European Commission Sustainability Working Group of the Raw Material Supply Group (WG 
SEIE). This provides an exceptional opportunity to contribute to the direction of EU policy at 
the earliest stage. 

The UEPG General Secretariat has continuously strengthened its network of key contacts 
within the European Commission, European Parliament and EU Council working groups. Use-
ful platforms are the UEPG Board Policy Dinners where open and informal discussion with 
key EU policy-makers takes place. Speakers have included Patrick Murphy, Head of Biodiver-
sity Unit, DG Environment, and Sebastian Winkler, Head of Countdown 2010 from the World  
Conservation Union IUCN. 
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The UEPG General Secretariat acts as a facilitator between EU policy-makers and UEPG Mem-
bers and provides valuable networking opportunities. Over the last twelve months, it has 
organised timely meetings with François Wakenhut (Marine Environment), Fotios Papoulias 
(Mining Waste), Paul Speight (Waste Framework Directive), Claudia Olazabal (Soil Protection), 
Herbert Aichinger (SMEs and Environmental Policy), Werner Bosmans (Sustainable Use of 
Natural Resources) of DG Environment, as well as Hans Pietersen and Paul Anciaux (Minerals) 
of DG Enterprise and Industry and John Richardson and Iain Shepherd (Maritime Policy) from 
DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs.

Coordinating eu lobbying campaigns 

The UEPG General Secretariat designs targeted lobbying strategies and acts as a coordinator in 
their implementation. Examples include the positive outcome on the Mining Waste Directive, 
where a well-coordinated pan-european action led to environmental improvements without 
imposing a disproportionate burden on the companies. The excellent cooperation between 
members of the Non-Energy Extractive Industries Panel (NEEIP) as well as the effective support 
of UEPG Members ensured a comprehensive briefing of key Members of the European Parlia-
ment through telephone calls and face-to-face meetings. The UEPG General Secretariat works 
closely with other European Industry Associations of the Non-Energy Extractive Industry. 
Where there is a consensus on a particular issue, the UEPG General Secretariat contributes to 
joint advocacy work. Examples of this coordinated approach included the joint position papers 
on Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR), on Soil Protection and on Groundwater. 

raising the industry’s profile

The General Secretariat has continued to promote the achievements of the European Ag-
gregates Industry by making keynote speeches in international conferences such as the EU 
High Level Conference on Business & Biodiversity in Lisbon in November and the Technical 
Assistance Information Exchange Unit Workshop (TAIEX Workshop) in Ljubljana in December. 
It also develops and coordinates targeted events. A successful example is the close coopera-
tion with the European Minerals Foundation (EMF) organising the European Minerals Forum 
2006. The theme was “Social Challenges”. The event had been especially designed to enable the 
industry to be more pro-active and to develop constructive recommendations on key policy 
issues and share them with EU policy-makers. High-level representatives from the European 
Commission included Pedro Ortún, Director from DG Enterprise & Industry, Agata Zdanowicz, 
DG Environment, François Ziegler and Jackie Morin from DG Employment, Social Affairs and 
Equal Opportunities and Paul Anciaux, DG Enterprise & Industry. The European Minerals Forum 
2006 represented a key opportunity for the industry to formulate and present in a pro-active 
manner its recommendations for future policies. UEPG demonstrated that it was in a posi-
tion to contribute in an authoritative way to public policy issues impacting on the European  
Aggregates Industry.
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UEPG Members
austria

Fachverband der Stein- und keramischen  
Industrie Österreich
Wiedner Hauptstraße 63, Postfach 329 
AT-1045 Wien 
Tel: +43 590 900 3531 
Fax: +43 1 505 62 40 
E-mail: steine@wko.at 
Website: www.baustoffindustrie.at

Belgium

FEDIEX SCRL - Fédération des Industries  
Extractives et Transformatrices de Roches non 
Combustibles
Rue Volta 8 
BE-1050 Bruxelles 
Tel: +32 2 511 61 73  
Fax: +32 2 511 12 84 
E-mail: info@fediex.be 
Website: www.fediex.be

Croatia

Croat Business Association (PROMINS)
Ivekovićeve stube  9 
10000 Zagreb 
Tel: +385 (1) 49 21 886 
Fax: +385 (1) 49 21 876 
E-mail: gordan.sredl@promins.hr 
Website: www.promins.hr

Czech republic

Asociace kamenoprůmyslu České republiky  
(AK ČR)

Senovážné náměstí 23 
110 00 Praha 1 
Tel: +420 224 142 241 
or +420 606 792 277 
Fax: +420 224 142 241 
E-mail: akcr@more.cz

Denmark

The Association of Danish Gravel and Stone  
Industries 
Confederation of Danish Industries 
H.C.Andersens Boulevard 18  
DK 1787 Copenhagen V  
Tel: +45 3377 3377  
Fax: +45 3377 3980  
E-mail:  jn@di.dk  
Website: www.grus.di.dk

Finland

INFRA - Aggregates Department
Asemapäällikönkatu 12 B 
FI-00520 Helsinki 
Tel: +358 (10) 821 0310 
or +358 (50) 587 2911 
Fax: +358 (10) 821 0319 
E-mail: heikki.jamsa@infrary.fi 
Website: www.infrary.fi

France

Union Nationale des Producteurs de Granulats 
(UNPG)
3 rue Alfred Roll 
Paris Cedex 17 
FR-75849 
Tel: +33 1 44 01 47 01 
Fax: +33 1 46 22 59 74 
E-mail: unpg@unicem.fr 
Website: www.unicem.fr

Germany

Bundesverband der Deutschen Kies- und  
Sandindustrie e.V.
Düsseldorfer Straße 50 
DE-47051 Duisburg 
Tel: +49 203 992 39 32 
Fax: +49 203 992 39 99 
E-mail: hans-peter.braus@baustoffverbaende.de 
Website: www.bks-info.de
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MIRO - Bundesverband Mineralische Rohstoffe 
e.V.
Annastraße 67-71 
DE-50968 Köln 
Tel: +49 221 93 46 74 60 
Fax: +49 221 93 46 74 64 
E-mail: info@bv-miro.org 
Website: www.bv-miro.org

Greece

Lafarge Béton Greece (associated)
108, G. Papandreou str. 
GR-144 52 Metamorfossi 
Tel: +30 210 2885 501 
Fax: +30 210 2885 563 
E-mail: info@agret.gr 
Website: www.aget.gr

Ireland

Irish Concrete Federation
8 Newlands Business Park, Naas Road 
Clondalkin Dublin 22 
Tel: +353 1 4 64 00 82 
Fax: +353 1 4 64 00 87 
E-mail: john.maguire@irishconcrete.ie 
Website: www.irishconcrete.ie

Italy

ANEPLA - Associazione Nazionale Estrattori 
Produttori Lapidei ed Affini
Via Fontana 23 
IT-20122 Milano 
Tel: +39 02 541 04563 
Fax: +39 02 551 84325 
E-mail: anepla@anepla.it 
Website: www.anepla.it

netherlands

Cascade, Vereniging Zand en Grindproducenten
Office: Pascalweg 24, NL-6662 NX Elst 
Postal address: Postbus 217, 6660 AE Elst 
Tel: +31 481 361 686 
Fax: +31 481 361 687 
E-mail: info@cascade-zandgrind.nl 
Website: www.cascade-zandgrind.nl

norway

Norwegian Mining and Quarrying Industries 
Visiting Adress: Oscarsgate 20, Homansbyen 
Mailing Adress: P.O. Box  7072 Majorstuen  
N-0306 OSLO 
Tel: +4722590130/31 
Fax: +4722590133 
E-mail : eg@pgl.no 
Website: www.bergindustrien.no

poland

Polski Związek Pracodawców Producentów 
Kruszyw
ul. Sienkiewicza 48/50 
PL-25-501 Kielce 
Tel: +48 41 344 66 88 
Fax: +48 41 344 66 88 
E-mail: biuro@kruszpol.pl 
Website: www.kruszpol.pl

portugal

Associação Nacional da Indústria Extractiva e 
Transformadora (ANIET)
Rua Julio Dinis, 931 1° Esquerdo 
PT-4050-327 Porto 
Tel: +351 22 609 66 99 
Fax: +351 22 606 52 06 
E-mail: delegacao@aniet.pt 
Website: www.aniet.pt
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romania

Asociatia Profesionala a Producatorilor de  
Agregate (APPA)
1 Iuliu Teodori Street 
Bucuresti, sector 5 
Tel: +4 021 311 59 83 
Fax: +4 021 311 57 13 
E-mail: catalin.gariuta@carpatagregate.ro

Slovak republic 

SZVK Slovak Association of Aggregates Producers
Osloboditel’ov 66 
SK-040 17 Kosice 
Tel: +421 (0)55 7261216 
Fax: +421 (0)55 7261110 
E-mail: eduard.duda@csk.sk 
Website: www.szvk.sk

Spain

Federación de Áridos - FdA
Travesía de Téllez, 4 Entreplanta Izquierda 
ES-28007 Madrid 
Tel: +34 915 522 526 
Fax: +34 915 522 526 
E-mail: secretariafda@aridos.info 
Website: www.aridos.org

Sweden

SBMI Swedish Aggregates Producers Association
Box 55684 
SE-102 15 Stockholm 
Tel: +46 8 7626225 
Fax: +46 8 7626239 
E-mail: kansliet@sbmi.se 
Website: www.sbmi.se

Switzerland

FSKB - Fachverband der Schweizerischen Kies- 
und Betonindustrie
Bubenbergplatz 9 / Postfach 
CH-3001 Bern 
Tel: +41 31 326 26 26 
Fax: +41 31 326 26 29 
E-mail: info@fskb.ch 
Website: www.fskb.ch

turkey

Agrega Üreticileri Birliði  (AGÜB)
AKCANSA Cimento San. Tic. A.S. 
Marmara Cad. Mimar Sinan Beldesi PK:1/3 
B.Cekmece-Istanbul 
Tel: +90 212 86 61 018 
Fax: +90 212 86 61 200 
E-mail: Ozgur.ozturk@akcansa.com.tr 
Website: www.agub.org.tr

united Kingdom

Quarry Products Association (QPA)
Gillingham House 
38-44 Gillingham Street 
London SW1 1V 1HU 
Tel: +44 207 963 8000 
Fax: +44 207 963 8001 
E-mail: mclaughlin@qpa.org 
Website: www.qpa.org
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Denis MertenS, president

General Manager 
Gralex  
Gulledelle 94 
1200 Bruxelles 
Tel: +32 2 773 35 21 
Fax: +32 2 771 37 27 
E-mail: denis.mertens@gralex.be 
Website: www.gralex.be

roberto BonatI, First Vice president

Managing Director 
Holcim HOLCIM AGGREGATI S.r.l. HOLCIM CALCESTRUZZI 
S.r.l. 
via Gobetti 2/a 
IT-20063 Cernusco Sul Naviglio, Milano 
Tel: +39 02 92 394 248 
Fax: +39 02 92 103 883 
E-mail: roberto.bonati@holcim.com 
Website: www.holcim.com

Vladimir HerMan, Second Vice president

Vice-Chairman of Board of Directors 
Tarmac CZ a.s. 
Rumjancevova 3 
46089 Liberec 
Tel: +420 485 251 931 
Fax: +420 48 27 10 154 
E-mail: vherman@tarmac.cz 
Website: www.tarmac.cz

alain paSQuIer

Secretary General 
UNPG 
3 rue Alfred Roll  
75849 Paris Cedex17 
Tel: +33 1 44 01 47 16  
Fax: +33 1 46 22 59 74 
E-mail: alain.pasquier@unicem.fr 
Website: www.unpg.fr

Jacques GroB, treasurer

President 
GROB KIES AG 
Kies Entsorgung u. Transporte 
Oberer Flooz 
CH-9620 Lichtensteig- St. Gallen 
Tel: +41 71 987 30 65 
Fax: +41 71 987 30 61 
E-mail: j.grob@grobkies.ch 
Website: www.grobkies.ch

Hermann reIFenSCHeID

Executive Companion 
LZR Lenz-Ziegler-Reifenscheid GmbH 
August-Gauer-Str. 9 
97318 Kitzingen 
Tel: +49 9321 70 02 60 
Fax: +49 9321 70 02 52 
E-mail: h.reifenscheid@lzr.de 
Website: www.lzr.de 

Simon van der BYl

Director General 
Quarry Products Association 
Gillingham House 
38-44 Gillingham Street 
London SW1 1V 1HU 
Tel: +44 207 963 80 00 
Fax: +44 207 963 80 20 
E-mail: vanderbyl@qpa.org 
Website: www.qpa.org

Francisco IBÁÑeZ DÍeZ

Head of Aggregates 
Cemex Espana, S.A. 
Hernandez de Tejada, 1 
ES-28007 Madrid 
Tel: +34 91 377 92 83 
Fax: +34 91 377 95 29 
E-mail: francisco.ibanez@cemex.com 
Website: www.cemex.com

Martti KÄrKKÄInen

Senior VP, Development, Production and Procurement 
Lohja Rudus Oy Ab 
Pronssitie 1  
P.O. Box 49  
FI-00441 Helsinki  
Tel: +358 400 422 890 
Fax: +358 20 447 7376 
E-mail: martti.karkkainen@lohjarudus.fi

Board, Committees, Task Forces and Portfolios

BoarD
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CoMMItteeS

Health & Safety
Chair Martin Isles QPA, United Kingdom 
Vice-Chair César Luaces Frades FdA, Spain 
Secretary  Dirk Fincke UEPG General Secretariat

Environment
Chair Arnaud Colson Lafarge/UNPG, France 
Vice-Chair Liam Smyth ICF, Ireland 
Secretary Julian Gonthier UEPG General Secretariat

Technical
Chair Jean-Marc Vanbelle Gralex/FEDIEX, Belgium 
Vice-Chair John Lay QPA ,United Kingdom  
Recycling Vincent Basuyau SLAG/UNPG, France 
Secretary Markus Schumacher BKS, Germany

Economic
Chair Hans-Peter Braus BKS, Germany 
Vice-Chair Jerry McLaughlin QPA, United Kingdom 
Secretary Dirk Fincke UEPG General Secretariat

taSK ForCeS

Communication & pr task Force: Manfred Asamer, Asamer & Hufnagl, Austria 
Marine aggregates task Force: Arnaud Colson, Lafarge/UNPG, France  
Biodiversity task Force: Liam Smyth, ICF, Ireland

uepG portFolIoS

raw Material Supply Group (rMSG): Denis Mertens, César Luaces Frades 
rMSG Working Group: Sustainable Development Indicators: Arnaud Colson, Jerry McLaughlin 
rMSG Working Group: Sustainability of extractive Industry enterprises: Ulrich Hahn 
non energy extractive Industries panel (neeIp): César Luaces Frades 
european network on Silica (nepSi): Martin Isles 
Health & Safety - Standing Working party of the extractive Industry (luxembourg): Martin Isles 
european agency for Safety and Health at Work (Bilbao): César Luaces Frades 
liaison network with other Mineral trade associations: Hans-Peter Braus, Simon van der Byl 
eastern european and Balkan countries: Manfred Asamer 
eu environmental agency: General Secretariat 
Cen/tC 154: Jean-Marc Vanbelle 
Cen/tC 227: Ulrich Hahn 
Cen/tC 292: Ulrich Hahn, Jean-Marc Vanbelle 
Cen/tC 351: John Lay
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