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Annual Review 2008-2009 

Providing Essential Materials
for a Sustainable Europe

During 2008, UEPG pursued its goal and 
progressed on major public affairs issues, 
campaigning for a European Commission 
Communication on Raw Materials and the 
Sustainable Development Initiatives with a 
special emphasis on Biodiversity.

In cooperation with IUCN/Countdown 2010, 
UEPG achieved international recognition for 
the European Aggregates Industry as one of the 
leading sectors to take practical steps to reduce 
the current rate of biodiversity loss, by providing 
appropriate ecosystems for both fauna and flora 
during and after extraction activity. 

To illustrate UEPG actions toward Environmental 
and especially Biodiversity issues, a new online 
biodiversity database has been created.

The European Commission responded to calls 
for the drafting of a guideline paper for the 
non-energy extractive industries on extraction 
within or close to Natura 2000 areas, including 
in marine areas. This follows a call for greater 
recognition of the compatibility between 
extraction sites and protected areas through 
more flexible guidelines.

Committed to Sustainable Development, UEPG 
has taken a pro-active step forward by developing 
a single annual questionnaire covering all three 
sustainable development pillars. This would 
reduce the administrative burden on UEPG 
members and provide the European Commission 
with the more reliable sustainable development 
data they requested. This questionnaire should 
be updated every year.

UEPG welcomed the Commission’s Raw Materials 
Initiative and has called for increasing access to 
European resources on a sustainable base and 
developing increased knowledge of potential 
resources. In cooperation with its European 

partners from the non-energy extractive 
industries, UEPG briefed key representatives from 
the European Commission and the European 
Parliament on this main challenge.

We are calling on the Commission to classify 
aggregate raw materials as a strategic resource 
for the European Union’s construction 
industry, and to press Member States to give 
higher priority to aggregate resources in their 
planning. Potential reserves must be better 
inventorised and proven resources should not 
needlessly be sterilised. We would like Member 
States to be urged to set up the necessary 
regulatory and administrative framework to 
finalise planning and authorising decisions 
within a reasonable timescale. 

UEPG has continued to raise the profile of 
our sector: by improving the interactive 
communication on live issues, by shaping 
positively our public image, and through 
organising meetings at the highest level with 
the European Commission on policy initiatives 
and strategic plans. With the support of the 
permanent General Secretariat, UEPG has 
substantially widened its network in both the 
European Parliament and with EU Member 
States representatives.

On behalf of all UEPG members, I would like 
to thank the Committees, their members 
and particularly their Chairmen and Vice-
Chairmen for their excellent work towards 
a sustainable future for the European 
Aggregates Industry.

It was a privilege to serve as your President 
from 2007 to 2009, and I am very happy to 
hand over to my successor, Jim O’Brien.

past president’s introduction
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A Sustainable Industry
for a Sustainable Europe

It is a great honour to be elected President 
of UEPG, and I pledge all my energies in 
continuing the excellent work of the Past-
President in the next two years.

I am very conscious that we now are in much 
more difficult economic times: some of our 
national industries have suffered up to 50% 
declines in production volumes since 2008. 
Therefore UEPG must, more than ever, be 
highly cost-effective and provide excellent 
value for money to all its Members. In 
parallel, its aim must be to turn recession 
into opportunity, through lobbying for more 
investment in much-needed improvements 
in European buildings and infrastructure. 

UEPG members supply 3 billion tonnes of 
aggregates a year, some 15% of global 
production. Continued long-term access to 
raw materials is vital to our industry, therefore 
we will continue to work very actively 
within the Raw Materials Initiative. We will 
continue to develop our environmental 
stewardship, cooperating in a very practical 
way with Natura 2000 goals. Our mission is a 
sustainable industry for a sustainable Europe.

The work of the Health and Safety Committee 
will continue to be high on our agenda. I am 
passionate about the need to raise safety 
standards for employees and contractors 
within our industry: injuries and fatalities are 
totally unacceptable. UEPG will continue as 
an active European Social Partner on health, 
safety and training, improving the quality of 
life of our present and future workforce.

In the Environment Committee, we will continue 
to focus on the many Directives potentially 
impacting our industry: though well-intentioned, 
some could have negative impacts, where we 
will instead seek new positive solutions for all 
our stakeholders. We will continue with our 
well-established biennial Sustainable Awards 

program, and continue our unique and positive 
cooperation with IUCN, always seeking to 
provide a haven for biodiversity at our locations.

Through the Technical Committee, we will 
continue to assist in the development of 
more practicable standards for virgin as well 
as recycled aggregates, in order to stimulate 
more trade in both. We will actively promote 
the use of recycled aggregates, and seek to 
ensure that these continue to be supported 
by legislation and practice. We will develop 
stronger links with downstream users, such 
as through the European Concrete Platform.

Through the Economic Committee, we will 
continue to gather key national and European 
data for our industry through refining 
the Sustainable Development Indicators, 
enhancing our lobbying power, while in 
parallel ensuring that UEPG always acts in 
the best strategic interests of our industry to 
the highest standards of governance.

We can be proud that UEPG already 
represents 22 countries, and it will be my 
aim to seek to grow to 25-30 members. We 
are updating the Statutes so that UEPG has 
more effective structures and procedures to 
function effectively as a larger entity. UEPG 
now speaks with a loud voice in representing 
the aggregates industry at a European level, 
and we are furthering links with NSSGA and 
other associations.

You have an excellent Board, as well as 
highly-experienced Chairs and Co-Chairs of 
the Committees and Task Forces. I am very 
fortunate to inherit an outstanding UEPG 
support team in Antony Fell, Dirk Fincke, 
Sandrine Devos and Miette Dechelle. They all 
and I will continue to very actively serve the 
UEPG mission in the years ahead.

Jim O’Brien
President UEPG 2009-2011
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an introduction to uEpg 
and aggregates
What is UEPG?

UEPG stands for “Union Européenne des Producteurs de Granulats” (European Aggregates 
Association). Since 1987, UEPG has promoted the interests of the European aggregates industry 
by representing its National Member Associations on economic, technical, environmental and 
health & safety policy.

UEPG pro-actively identifies EU initiatives and policies that are likely to impact on European 
aggregates producers. It provides Members with brief and concise information through 
regular publications and ad-hoc updates, and ensures UEPG positions are considered by EU 
decision-makers. UEPG positively promotes the profile of the European aggregates industry.

What does the European aggregates industry represent?

The European aggregates industry is the largest non-energy extractive sector in the EU with  
3 billion tons produced every year. It consists of more than 28,000 extraction sites across 
Europe and a majority of operators in the sector are small and medium sized enterprises. 
The average annual aggregates production represents 7 tons per EU citizen. The European 
aggregates industry plays a key role by providing essential materials for the European 
construction sector. Take away aggregates and our built environment would literally fall apart.

What are Aggregates?

Aggregates are a granular material used in construction. The most common natural aggregates 
of mineral origin are sand, gravel and crushed rock. An end-product in themselves as railway 
ballast or armourstones, aggregates are also a raw material used in the manufacture of other 
vital construction products such as ready-mixed concrete (made of 80% aggregates), pre-cast 
products, asphalt (made of 95% aggregates), lime and cement.

Aggregates are produced from natural sources extracted from quarries and gravel pits and 
in some countries from sea-dredged materials (marine aggregates). Secondary aggregates 
are usually by-products from other industrial processes, like blast or electric furnace slags or 
china clay residues. Recycled aggregates derive from reprocessing materials previously used in 
construction, including construction and demolition residues and railway ballast.

UEPG represents:

•  Members in 22 European 
countries

•  3 billion tonnes of 
aggregates per year

•  28,000 sites

•  350,000 employees
  (incl. contractors)
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What are Aggregates used for?

The main end-uses of aggregates are:

Homes
The construction of a typical new home uses up to 400 tonnes of aggregates (both endproduct 
and concrete) - from the foundations through to the roof tiles.

other buildings and structures
From local hospitals and schools to bridges and flood protection - all are made possible by 
aggregates. They provide not just strength but in many cases also architectural beauty. The 
construction of a school uses up to 3,000 tonnes of aggregates. For a sports stadium, up to 
300,000 tonnes are needed.

roads
Aggregates feature at all levels of the road construction up to the surface, which includes 
aggregates resistant to polishing, ensuring skid-resistance. The construction of 1 km of 
motorway uses up to 30,000 tonnes of aggregates.

railways
Aggregates are essential as track ballast for Europe’s rail network. The construction of 1 meter 
of railway for a High Speed train (TGV) uses up to 9 tonnes of aggregates.
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European Economic
Developments
Construction Activity in Europe

After a peak in construction in 2006 which slightly weakened in 2007, 2008 and 2009 are 
considered to be significantly slower.

The decline in the global economic environment and the global credit crunch have led to  
a sharp decline in the construction market activity in a number of European countries.

Although the economy’s short term difficulties are expected to result in a decline in real GNP 
in 2008 and 2009, the prospects for 2010 tend towards stability, with a modest return to 
growth in 2011.

One can observe different trends in construction in Western and Eastern European countries. 

Western European countries

In Western European countries the construction sector cooled down in 2007, and even more in 
2008. The causes of the weakening economy for construction in Western European countries 
lie above all in the international financial crisis, the increasing strength of the euro, higher 
interest rates and the fall in overall demand in the economy. Bad weather conditions also 
delayed planned works. The range of situations goes from a minor growth (for instance in 
Switzerland or in Austria) to a negative growth (for instance in Belgium).

It is difficult to produce a forecast for 2010 and beyond, as situations vary widely. In 
the countries which benefit from a strong governmental support with recovery plans  
(e.g. Germany or France), the 2010 forecast is a little positive. In others, recession or downturn 
is to be expected in 2009 but a recovery is predicted for 2010.

UK, Spain and Ireland are particularly under strain, with the bursting bubble in real estate 
markets. The downturn in the high price of real estate is putting the brake on demand for 
construction investment. The strong expansion in housing output increasingly led to over-
capacity and the downturn has been significant. 

Central Eastern countries

In Central Eastern European countries, unlike Western Europe in 2008 and at the beginning of 
2009, some countries suffered a serious decline in aggregates demand (e.g. Croatia or Hungary) 
but some still experienced a growth of the sector (e.g. Romania or Slovakia). It is therefore 
extremely difficult to make any assumptions regarding 2010.
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Prospects for the different markets

The prospects for the individual sectors of construction in 2010 are as follows:

•  The volume of new residential construction is expected to record a substantial decline, 
which remains significant after taking account of the modest growth expected in residential 
Repair, Maintenance & Improvement (RM&I) expenditure.

•  The uncertain economic situation is also adversely impacting on private non-residential 
construction, where the volume of construction output is also expected to weaken, following 
four years of double digit growth. The two areas of activity responsible for the decline are 
commercial building and tourism.

•  The overall investment in productive infrastructure projects is expected to increase in 
volume terms led by an increase in airports and public transport.

•  The volume of construction related investment in social infrastructure projects is up, 
reflecting investment in hospitals and other social infrastructure, including sporting 
facilities and local authority services.

Analysis of the European construction market broken down across the individual sectors 
reveals an interesting shift within those segments. Whereas in 2006 housing construction 
still exerted a key influence over growth in the overall construction sector, this segment has 
become less important due to a deteriorated confidence. The role as driver is now taken on by 
non-residential construction and by civil engineering. 

UEPG is actively supporting its members through the economic crisis by lobbying to reduce 
legislative cost burdens on the industry and through lobbying for more investment in 
infrastructure and upgrading of buildings across Europe.
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core Values
Economic  
prosperity

social  
progress

Environmental 
stewardship

supplying essential 
materials
The European Aggregates 
Industry  suppl ies,  and 
will continue to supply, 
materials essential for the 
improvement of standards of 
living and the quality of life 
in Europe. 

Continued long-term access 
to raw materials is vital for 
the industry. 

providing jobs
The European Aggregates 
Industry’s operations are 
an important source of jobs 
and economic development, 
particularly in rural areas.

contributing to Europe’s 
competitiveness
The European Aggregates 
Industry is and will continue 
to be a fundamental pillar of 
the European Economy.

promoting Health & safety 
The health & safety of its 
employees, contractors and 
visitors is the highest priority 
for the European Aggregates 
Industry. 

partnering with 
stakeholders
The European Aggregates 
Industry aims to engage with 
all relevant stakeholders. 
The European Aggregates 
Industry’s operations are an 
integral part of regional and 
local communities.

contributing to  
Europe’s Heritage
The European Aggregates 
Industry acknowledges the 
importance of our common 
natural and built European 
heritage and will continue 
to promote best practices 
throughout the sector.

contributing to biodiversity
The European Aggregates 
Industry is committed to 
integrating biodiversity in its 
operations. 

Managing Land
The European Aggregates 
Industry  accepts  i t s 
respons ib i l i ty  as  land 
managers to prepare sites for 
environmental, agricultural, 
recreational, landscape or 
other community use after 
the operations.

conserving resources
The European Aggregates 
Industry recognises recycled 
aggregates as a factor of 
sustainability and as a valuable 
source of raw materials.
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uEpg  
organisational structure

1 as of 19 May 2009

UEPG DELEGATES ASSEMBLY

UEPG
GENERAL SECRETARIAT

UEPG BOARD

HEALTH & SAFETY
COMMITTEE

ENVIRONMENT
COMMITTEE

TECHNICAL
COMMITTEE

ECONOMIC
COMMITTEE

REMUNERATION
COMMITTEE1

Water  
Management
Task Force

Biodiversity
Task Force

Marine  
Aggregates
Task Force

PR & 
Communication

Task Force
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activities
Health & safety 
committee

Environment
committee

technical
committee

Economic
committee

Chaired by Martin Isles (Mineral Products Association, United Kingdom) and vice-chaired 
by César Luaces Frades (FdA, Spain), the UEPG Health & Safety Committee’s mission is to 
contribute to better health & safety in the industry through shaping policy at European level 
and to participate in voluntary initiatives.

Ensuring successful implementation of the Social Dialogue Agreement
on Respirable Crystalline Silica

The last response of enrolled sites has been impressive. UEPG will call Members for increasing 
the NEPSI 2010 Reporting aggregates sites, following the improvement of the NEPSI 
guidelines, website and promotion campaign on the Social Dialogue Agreement, reporting 
and achievement.

Atlantic Alliance

The Atlantic Alliance is an international network of extractive industry, regulators and accident 
insurers. Founder members were the USA, UK, Germany and Ireland. UEPG helps coordinate 
European involvement. 

The preparation of the 6th Meeting of the Atlantic Alliance started in February 2009. This first 
step produced preliminary ideas about the themes, the budget, the target audience and the 
idea of opening the event to a more international level with the participation of International 
Social Security Association Section for Mining Industry.

MPA “Safer by Design” project

The UK’s Mineral Products Association (MPA) has been successful at national level in attracting 
funding from the UK Government for a project entitled: “Safer by Design”. The aim of this 
project is to achieve a significant improvement in safe & efficient sites operations by the 
development of a Code of Best Practice for purchasers and users of mobile plant. With a wide 
range of organisations supporting this Project, it is intended that the resulting voluntary Code 
will also be of benefit to the manufacturers and suppliers of mobile plant. 

The development of this Industry advisory Code will allow aggregate and other mineral 
producing sites the ability to plan for improved operational health and safety performance 
by contributing to the social pillar of sustainable development. The outcome of this project 
will be a series of recommendations, categorised according to type & size of mobile plant. 
The UEPG Health & Safety Committee has already been involved in the first Project meeting, 
chaired by Martin Isles. MPA’s firm intention is to maintain and enhance the valued linkage 
with UEPG and, with our Atlantic Alliance partners.

The UEPG Health & Safety 
Committee’s mission is 
to contribute to better 
health & safety in the 
industry through shaping 
policy at European level 
and to participate in 
voluntary initiatives.
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UEPG Sustainable Development Indicators

More and more sustainable developments indicators are seen as important to show the 
positive impact of the Industry in our society. UEPG Members are aware of this impact.

Therefore, UEPG’s 22 Members sent their first contribution in respect of sustainable development 
indicators. This first attempt has been followed by the collection of data by the General 
Secretariat in a database system. At this stage no conclusions could be drawn. However for more 
consistency the data would be presented with questions and answers to the public, to guide 
readers to a better understanding of the figures.

EC Community strategy 2007- 2012 on Health & Safety at work

UEPG considers health & safety at work as its first priority and is therefore dedicated to 
constantly improve safety and health standards in quarries. To achieve this goal UEPG  
co-operates with the European Agency for Health & Safety in Bilbao. 

UEPG has been accepted to become an EU Social Partner by joining the European Commission’s 
Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for the Extractive Industry.

On 2 March 2009, the UEPG General Secretariat presented the activities and projects of UEPG 
as well as the objectives in the area of health & safety to the members of the Sectoral Social 
Dialogue Committee for the Extractive Industries. 

The application of UEPG and its potential contribution to the Sectoral Social Dialogue has been 
welcomed by the European Commission. UEPG has asked its members to update the Social 
Dialogue questionnaire dated 2005 and to provide further information on their working 
relationship with national Unions. All information has been sent to the European Commission 
by the end of April. As a result, the Committee has fully accepted the UEPG application to be a 
Social Partner during its plenary session on 4 June 2009. The next step is to be involved more 
in the Sectorial Social Dialogue issues.

Other work areas

The UEPG Health & Safety Committee is monitoring a number of other issues including the 
Standing Working Party for the Mining and Other Extractive Industries. UEPG is willing to get 
more involved, and create new ties with the DG Employment in Luxembourg to be pro-active 
in employment policies at European level.



14

European aggregates association Annual Review 2008-2009 

activities
Health & safety 
committee

Environment
committee

technical
committee

Economic
committee

Chaired by Arnaud Colson (UNPG, France) and vice-chaired by Liam Smyth (ICF, Ireland), the 
UEPG Environment Committee continued to address and lobby on key EU environmental 
issues for the sector, drawing on the professional expertise of its Members while ensuring 
well-coordinated advocacy actions across Europe.

Natura 2000

The European Commission invited UEPG to contribute to a Guideline for the non-energy 
extractive industries on how to extract in and close by Natura 2000 areas. The initiative 
addresses the issue of sustainable access to mineral deposits in the context of the Commission’s 
Raw Materials Initiative.

The European Aggregates Industry is one of the leading sectors to make a contribution to 
creating new habitats for endangered species and has already gained experience on extraction 
methods in environmental protection areas. UEPG provided the Commission with good 
examples of extraction sites within Natura 2000 areas. 

Represented by Arnaud Colson, UEPG attends expert group meetings and makes a significant 
input in the drafting work of the guidance paper.

Soil Protection

In January 2009, the European Czech Presidency presented a new proposal for a Soil Protection 
Framework Directive with the aim of bringing it to a vote at the European Environment 
Council session in June. Since January, the European Czech Presidency has been presented 
each month a new proposal to reply to the numerous points of opposition from Member 
States against the impact and outcome of such a directive.

Aware of the lack of subsidiarity and the impact of Annex II on the European Aggregates 
Industry, UEPG has pro-actively monitored the evolution of the European Czech Presidency 
proposals, and has sent a joint position with CPEMC and IMA-Europe to inform Members State 
Representatives in Brussels about their concerns and position. A blocking minority supported 
by other Member States has impeded the Czech Presidency to make a political agreement on 
the last Soil Protection Directive draft at the 2009 June Council Meeting.

Biodiversity

UEPG has become one of the leaders in biodiversity management. It is committed to enhancing 
biodiversity before, during and after the extraction takes place, enabling the creation of new 
nature conservation areas and habitats. 

The UEPG Environment 
Committee continued to 
address and lobby on key 
EU environmental issues 
for the sector, drawing on 
the professional expertise 
of its Members while 
ensuring well-coordinated 
advocacy actions across 
Europe.
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As part of the partnership with the World Conservation Union - IUCN/Countdown 2010 
UEPG committed itself to communicating the EU 2010 biodiversity target and disseminating 
Countdown 2010 materials, making every effort towards a net positive impact of the 
aggregates sector on biodiversity, and promoting compatibility between extractive sites and 
Natura 2000 areas. 

Addressing a global platform, UEPG presented its contribution to the Ninth United 
Nations Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in May 2008 
in Bonn, Germany.

Thanks to its involvement in the European Biodiversity Action Plan, UEPG is fully recognised 
as a trusted partner in the protection of biodiversity. UEPG, the only industry-branch 
represented among major actors on the EU biodiversity policy described how projects 
supported by the European Aggregates Industry contributed to the 2010 biodiversity target 
at the local level during the High Level Round-Table. UEPG has therefore been invited to 
participate in the definition of post 2010 targets for the “Biodiversity Protection – Beyond 
2010” Conference in April 2009.

The Industry’s contribution to halting the loss of biodiversity is acknowledged, and promoted 
by the UEPG Biodiversity Case Studies database and by the development of a global Biodiversity 
Guide for the extractive industry.

Marine Aggregates

The UEPG Marine Aggregates Task Force has established contacts with the European 
Commission and key Members of the European Parliament. After an intense lobbying campaign 
on the Marine Strategy Directive the article on marine protected areas, stating that it should 
include areas of a sufficient size to be protected from all extractive uses, had been removed. 

The Task Force is now involved in the work structure which allows all stakeholders to participate 
to the implementation work of the Directive, through two different working groups. This work 
is essential, as it will help define whether a marine area is in good environmental status, which 
might impact on the requirements for marine aggregates extraction.

The Task Force is also involved in the Marine Aggregate Network (Maggnet) which brings 
together research, governments and industries from countries across Europe. UEPG 
continues to increase its knowledge of management and best practices in the area of 
marine aggregates extraction.

The Members of the Task Force actively contributed to the preparation of the guideline for 
the non-energy extractive industries on how to extract in and close by Natura 2000 areas. 
They advocated that the terrestrial model of Natura 2000 should not be applied to the Marine 
Environment due to significant differences.

UEPG continues to 
increase its knowledge 
of management and best 
practices in the area 
of marine aggregates 
extraction.
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UEPG Sustainable Development Initiative

Following the Communication “Promoting Sustainable Development in the EU Non-Energy 
Extractive Industry” the European Commission launched an initiative on Sustainable 
Development Indicators (SDIs) in 2000. The European Aggregates Association has recognised 
the importance of the initiative in order to measure the progress of the industry, to raise 
awareness of sustainable development, to identify areas where the sector needs improvement 
and to improve communication with stakeholders.

UEPG has taken a further step major forward by setting up and developing a single annual 
UEPG questionnaire adapted to the sector including data from all three sustainable 
development pillars based on sample statistical survey covering 10 large companies,  
10 medium companies and 10 small companies. This UEPG Initiative responds pro-actively 
to the SDI Initiative of the European Commission.

Other Work Areas

The Environment Committee also worked on other issues including the Revised Waste 
Framework Directive, with particular emphasis on the use of excavated uncontaminated 
materials and by-products and on the Mining Waste Implementation.

The members of the Environment Committee also created a Water Management Task Force 
in order to exchange good practice, and to demonstrate that extractive industry is not 
a polluting activity.

UEPG in action

In February, UEPG met the European Commission representatives in charge of the Mining 
Waste Directive, the Revised Waste Framework Directive and the draft Soil Protection 
Framework Directive. UEPG briefed the European Commission representatives on the 
industry’s concerns and informed them about issues which are addressed by more than one 
piece of European legislation.

The European Aggregates 
Association has 
recognised the importance 
of the initiative in order 
to measure the progress 
of the industry, to raise 
awareness of sustainable 
development, to identify 
areas where the sector 
needs improvement and to 
improve communication 
with stakeholders.
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activities
Health & safety 
committee

Environment
committee

technical
committee

Economic
committee

Chaired by Jean-Marc Vanbelle (Holcim, Belgium) and vice-chaired by John Lay (CEMEX UK), 
the members of the UEPG Technical Committee has continued to work over the last twelve 
months as a well-coordinated European team on key technical issues likely to impact on 
the sector.

Dangerous Substances

The UEPG Technical Committee continuously monitors the work of CEN/TC 351 (Dangerous 
substances), which aims at designing criteria and test methods to evaluate the potential 
release of dangerous substances from construction products. This could lead to a greater 
testing burden for UEPG members as a great majority of EU Member States do not have 
regulations for this currently.

Following the general consensus within the UEPG Technical Committee that protection of 
hygiene, health and the environment are vital, but measures should be proportionate to the 
risks involved, the “Without Testing” and in some cases the “Without Further Testing” concepts 
are supported by UEPG. This includes the emphasis on the approach that “half products” such 
as aggregates for all bound applications (i.e. in concrete or asphalt) should be excluded, as 
only the “final products” (i.e. concrete or asphalt) would need an evaluation of any potential 
release of dangerous substances relevant in their practical application.

The UEPG Technical Committee has also continued to monitor the work of TC154 TG13, 
which is in charge of the preparation of the adaptation of TC 154 standards to the standards 
which will be issued by TC 351 and to clarify which substances might be relevant for 
aggregates and which are not. Technical Committee members supported the actions of the 
CEN TC 154 chairman to convince the Standing Committee for Construction’s Expert Group 
on Dangerous Substances of the necessity for a proportionate approach for aggregates.

As the discussion of the entire item is still open and new facets might arise, a major task for 
UEPG TC will be the intensive contacts with all parties involved.

The UEPG Technical 
Committee has continued 
to work over the last 
twelve months as a well-
coordinated European 
team on key technical 
issues likely to impact on 
the sector.
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Standards Revision moves on: CEN/TC 154

Members of UEPG Technical Committee made a key contribution to amending TC154 
products and test standards to better address the technical characteristics of recycled 
and secondary aggregates. The amendments have passed the Formal Vote procedure 
within CEN and will available for implementation on national level in the near future.

The UEPG Technical Committee strongly supports the revision of TC 154 standards, which 
actively had started in Winter 2007/2008. The Committee members are very active in work to 
increase consistency between the different harmonized product standards of CEN TC154. The 
main items of revision and amendment have been identified, such as consistency of terms, 
definitions, gradings and requirement categories, and integration of clear rules for conformity 
for all standards with “familiar applications”. 

The UEPG Technical Committee will participate in the forthcoming work on these matters 
with a view to practical and straightforward use of the standards for aggregate producers 
and their customers.

The new Construction Products Regulation

The European Commission proposed a Regulation to replace the current Construction 
Products Directive (CPD). A Regulation is directly applicable. This means that it creates 
law which takes immediate effect in all the Member States in the same way as a national 
instrument, without any further action on the part of the national authorities, unlike  
a Directive. Key issues for UEPG have included electronic CE marking, clear and harmonized 
notification rules for testing laboratories certification bodies with respect to common level 
of attestation of conformity and impact of the essential requirement on recycling and 
durability of construction. UEPG continues to work closely with the Council of European 
Producers of Materials for Construction (CEPMC) in this area.

REACH and recycled aggregates

Through EPRA, members of the Technical Committee in collaboration with the General 
Secretariat and members of the FIR (Fédération Internationale de Recyclage) developed 
strong arguments to prove aggregates should be considered as article regarding REACH. The 
issue was especially important for recycled aggregates in order to prevent a huge burden 
of non useful testing. UEPG and FIR succeeded in convincing the services of the European 
Commission to classify the recycled aggregates as articles.

The UEPG Technical 
Committee will 
participate in the 
forthcoming work  
on the revision of TC  
154 standards with  
a view to practical and 
straightforward use  
of the standards for 
aggregate producers  
and their customers.
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activities
Health & safety 
committee

Environment
committee

technical
committee

Economic
committee

Under the Chairmanship of Hans-Peter Braus (BKS, Germany) and vice-chaired by Jerry 
McLaughlin (Minerals Products Association, United Kingdom) the UEPG Economic Committee 
focuses on key economic and strategic issues affecting the industry, and then actively lobbies 
key stakeholders on the vital interests of the industry. The economic data collected and 
analised demonstrates the valuable contribution of the European Aggregates Industry to the 
EU economy and quality of life.

EC Raw Materials Initiative

Following a sustained public affairs campaign, the European Commission launched an 
initiative on raw materials based on five pillars: increase raw materials supply from European 
sources on a sustainable basis; ensure sustainable and more transparent supply from third 
countries; encourage greater efficiency in the use of resources; encourage capacity building in 
developing countries and establish an adequate EU knowledge base on raw materials. 

In close cooperation with the Non-Energy Extractive Industries Panel (NEEIP) and the European 
Minerals Foundation, UEPG provided the industry’s input and briefed key Commission 
representatives and Members of the European Parliament including through a first All Party 
Minerals Forum Dinner Debate which took place on 16 April 2008 in the European Parliament. 

The Communication was published in the second half of 2008. It has been a key subject for 
the European Minerals Forum which took place on 26 November addressing the initiative. The 
key note guest speaker was Commission Vice-President Günter Verheugen. UEPG members 
made an active input to the debate with EU legislators.

The actual concern of UEPG as well as the NEEIP Members is the classification of raw material 
as “critical” materials. The term “critical” should be first defined and should be used for 
aggregates according to the socio-economic context and the need for access to resources.

Aggregates Taxation

The European Commission published a Green Paper on market based instruments in 2007. 
The paper reflected some of the elements of the European Environment Agency’s report on 
Market based instruments for managing natural resources. The members of the Economic 
Committee responded by producing a Position Paper on aggregates taxation considering the 
issue from an industry point of view and concluded that a combination of appropriate and 
proportionate regulation, land use planning policies, industry actions and customer awareness 
are likely to be the most effective means of generating improved levels of sustainability in the 
aggregates sector.

The economic data 
collected and analised 
demonstrates the  
valuable contribution  
of the European 
Aggregates Industry  
to the EU economy  
and quality of life.
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Economic added value

The aggregates industry promotes economic growth, employment and social welfare. National 
studies from Germany and Austria underline this thesis providing productivity factors and 
figures of re-investment was a more effective solution.

In January 2009, the European Commission produced a document, analysing the replies to 
the Green Paper on market-based instruments for environment and related policy purposes.

The Council in March 2009 considered that market-based instruments providing a high 
degree of flexibility are central to efficient and cost-effective responses to climate change, 
including the trade with Assigned Amount Units (AAU).

Improving accuracy of UEPG statistics

Since 2006, UEPG provides its Annual Statistics on the website www.uepg.eu giving member 
associations another opportunity to update figures, as necessary. For the first time the 
production of marine aggregates have been included demonstrating the economic potential 
in this sub-sector. The collection of statistical data has now become a part of the UEPG 
sustainable development initiative using a simplified questionnaire and contributing to the 
European Commission’s Initiative on Sustainable Development Indicators (SDIs). 

UEPG extended its data questionnaire on environmental and social pillars. UEPG members 
aware of the importance of such database have submitted responses.

A new initiative should appear in 2009 – 2010 to accompany data with explanations due 
to national legislation differences. As a consequence a section will be created with a list of 
questions and answers collected from our Members to illustrate their data.

UEPG extended its 
data questionnaire on 
environmental and social 
pillars. UEPG members 
aware of the importance 
of such database have 
submitted responses.
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general secretariat
Located in Brussels, close to the European Parliament, the UEPG General Secretariat works 
closely with European Union legislators to contribute to all stages of the policy making 
process on behalf of the European Aggregates Industry.

Providing EU intelligence 

The UEPG General Secretariat’s first mission is to provide UEPG Members with advance 
notification of policy initiatives that may impact on the European Aggregates Industry. Its small 
and effective team keeps UEPG Members informed of any relevant EU policy developments 
at all stages of the legislative process through timely and concise email reports and issue 
trackers available online. 

In January 2008, the UEPG General Secretariat launched the Issue Tracker System, which is 
an innovative tool to monitor latest developments on live issues having an impact on the 
European Aggregates Industry. An Issue Tracker is a one-page document which presents, in a 
precise and concise way, Directives, Communications and EU initiatives. Each paper – classified 
by high, normal and low priority – provides the background, key points, UEPG actions and 
next steps. The Issue Matrix offers the user an overview of all UEPG Live Issues leading via 
hyperlink directly to the Issue Tracker. Available on the UEPG website, these monitoring 
tools give UEPG members the opportunity to be briefed on all important EU legislation 
related to our industry in a precise and effective way, whenever needed.

UEPG has monitored emerging proposals or initiatives such as the Commission’s Raw Materials 
Initiative, or the new proposal on the Soil Protection Framework Directive. It maintains daily and 
close contacts with UEPG Members so that it can respond quickly to any issue of national concern. 
It also briefed Members directly by participating in national events across the membership. 

Since its inception in 2003, the monthly e-newsletter EU Insight has proved a popular 
tool which offers a succinct summary of recent policy developments. It outlines 
the next steps, so that UEPG Members can anticipate future developments on any 
EU initiative and provide constructive inputs to influence the outcome. To ensure a 
further distribution of this communication tool, the newsletter is now available on the 
UEPG website (www.uepg.eu) in English (EU Insight), French (Bulletin Europe), German 
(Bericht aus Brüssel) and Spanish (UEPG Actualidad).

The UEPG General Secretariat is equally well placed to attend and participate in 
Commission Stakeholder consultation meetings, committee meetings in the European 
Parliament and other external fora.

Involving the Aggregates Industry in EU Policy Making

The proximity to the EU Institutions and day-to-day contact with policy-makers allow the UEPG 
General Secretariat to identify opportunities for the European Aggregates Industry to become 
involved in the policy making process. For example, UEPG was invited to chair the European 
Commission Sustainability Working Group of the Raw Material Supply Group. This provides an 
exceptional opportunity to contribute to the direction of EU policy at the earliest stage. 

Contact Details

UEPG General Secretariat 
Rue d’Arlon 21 
1050 Brussels – Belgium

Phone: +32 2 233 53 00 
Fax: +32 2 233 53 01

E-mail: secretariat@uepg.eu 
Website: www.uepg.eu 
Skype: uepg-brussels
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UEPG has continuously strengthened its network of key contacts within the European 
Commission, European Parliament and EU Council working groups. Useful platforms are the 
UEPG Board Policy Dinners where open and informal discussions with key EU policy-makers 
take place. In 2008, UEPG cooperated with the European Minerals Foundation organising the 
first All Party Dinner Debate in the European Parliament, gathering Members of Parliament, 
representatives from the European Commission and senior executives from the Minerals 
Industry to discuss the Raw Materials Initiative. In 2009, UEPG repeated the successful 
experience, to assess the Extractive Industry’s Contribution to the EC Biodiversity Action Plan 
with Members of the European Parliament, including Paul Rübig (EPP, Austria), representatives 
of the European Commission, including Ladislav Miko (DG Environment), and NGOs, such as 
Countdown 2010, represented by Sebastian Winkler. UEPG acts as a facilitator between EU 
policy-makers and UEPG Members and provides valuable networking opportunities. 

Coordinating EU lobbying campaigns 

UEPG designs targeted advocacy strategies and acts as a coordinator in their implementation. 
Examples include the positive outcome on the Mining Waste Directive, where a well-
coordinated pan-European action led to environmental improvements without imposing a 
disproportionate burden on the companies. The excellent cooperation between members of 
the Non-Energy Extractive Industries Panel (NEEIP) as well as the effective support of UEPG 
Members ensured a comprehensive briefing of key Members of the European Parliament 
including face-to-face meetings. 

In 2009, the UEPG General Secretariat coordinated the exchange of information on the 
proposal for a Soil Protection Framework Directive. UEPG worked closely with other European 
Industry Associations of the Non-Energy Extractive Industry. Where there is a consensus on 
a particular issue, UEPG contributes to joint advocacy work. Examples of this coordinated 
approach included joint position papers on the Soil Protection Directive and on REACH.

Raising the industry’s profile 

The General Secretariat continued to promote the achievements of the European Aggregates 
Industry by making keynote speeches in international conferences such as the Ninth United 
Nations Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in May 2008 in 
Bonn, Germany. It also delivered a key note speech at the High Level Round-Table reporting 
on the European Biodiversity Action Plan in the European Parliament. It also developed and 
coordinated targeted events. A successful example is the close cooperation with the European 
Minerals Foundation (EMF) organising the European Minerals Forum 2008. The theme was 
“The EU Raw Materials Strategy”. UEPG had already played a key role in developing the Raw 
Materials Initiative by presenting the EC with proposals for constructive solutions. 

In 2008, more than 140 senior industry executives attended the European Minerals Forum with 
EC Vice President Günter Verheugen who presented the recently adopted European Commission’s 
Raw Materials Initiative and the way forward. It gave UEPG the opportunity to discuss each of 
the challenges raised by the supply of Raw Materials with leading EU Policy Makers. 

The proximity to the EU 
Institutions and day-to-
day contact with policy-
makers allow the UEPG 
General Secretariat to 
identify opportunities for 
the European Aggregates 
Industry to become 
involved in the policy 
making process.

In 2008, more than 140 
senior industry executives 
attended the European 
Minerals Forum with EC 
Vice President Günter 
Verheugen who presented 
the recently adopted 
European Commission’s 
Raw Materials Initiative 
and the way forward.
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Austria
Fachverband der stein- und keramischen 
industrie Österreich
Wiedner Hauptstraße 63
1045 Wien
Tel: +43 (0) 590 900 3531
Fax: +43 1 505 62 40
E-mail: steine@wko.at 
Website:  www.baustoffindustrie.at, www.forumrohstoffe.at

Belgium
FEDiEX scrL - Fédération des industries Extractives 
et transformatrices de roches non combustibles
Rue Volta 8
BE-1050 Bruxelles
Tel: +32 2 511 61 73 
Fax: +32 2 511 12 84
E-mail: info@fediex.be 
Website: www.fediex.be

Croatia
croat Business association (proMins)
Ivekovićeve stube 9
10000 Zagreb 
Tel: +385 (1) 49 21 886
Fax: +385 (1) 49 21 876
E-mail: gordan.sredl@promins.hr
Website: www.promins.hr

Czech Republic

asociace kamenoprůmyslu České republiky (aK Čr)
Senovážné náměstí 23
110 00 Praha 1
Tel:  +420 224 142 241 or +420 606 792 277
Fax: +420 224 142 241
E-mail: akcr@more.cz
Website: www.asociacekamenoprumyslu.cz/

Denmark
the association of Danish gravel and stone industries 
Confederation of Danish Industries 
H.C.Andersens Boulevard 18 
DK 1787 Copenhagen V 
Tel: +45 3377 3377 
Fax: +45 3377 3980 
E-mail: jn@di.dk
Website: www.grus.di.dk

Finland
infra contractors’ association aggregates Department
Unioninkatu 14, 4th floor,
00130 Helsinki
Tel: +358 40 543 6410
E-mail: pia.ramo@infrary.fi 
Website: www.rakennusteollisuus.fi/en/

France
union nationale des producteurs de granulats (unpg)
3 rue Alfred Roll
Paris Cedex 17
FR-75849
Tel: +33 1 44 01 47 01
Fax: +33 1 46 22 59 74
E-mail: unpg@unicem.fr
Website: www.unicem.fr

Germany
Bundesverband der Deutschen Kies- und  
sandindustrie e.V.
Düsseldorfer Straße 50
DE-47051 Duisburg
Tel: +49 203 992 39 32
Fax: +49 203 992 39 99
E-mail: hans-peter.braus@baustoffverbaende.de
Website: www.bks-info.de

Miro - Bundesverband Mineralische rohstoffe e.V.
Annastraße 67-71
DE-50968 Köln
Tel: +49 221 93 46 74 60
Fax: +49 221 93 46 74 64
E-mail: info@bv-miro.org
Website: www.bv-miro.org

Greece
Lafarge Béton greece (associated)
108, G. Papandreou str.
GR-144 52 Metamorfossi
Tel: +30 210 2885 501
Fax: +30 210 2885 563
E-mail: pierre.de-premare@lafarge.com 
Website: www.aget.gr

Ireland
irish concrete Federation
8 Newlands Business Park, Naas Road
Clondalkin Dublin 22
Tel: +353 1 4 64 00 82
Fax: +353 1 4 64 00 87
E-mail: info@irishconcrete.ie 
Website: www.irishconcrete.ie/

Italy
anEpLa - associazione nazionale Estrattori 
produttori Lapidei ed affini
Via Fontana 23
IT-20122 Milano
Tel: +39 02 541 04563
Fax: +39 02 551 84325
E-mail: anepla@anepla.it
Website: www.anepla.it

uEpg Members
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Netherlands
cascade, Vereniging Zand en grindproducenten
Office: Pascalweg 24, NL-6662 NX Elst
Postal address: Postbus 217, 6660 AE Elst
Tel: +31 481 361 686
Fax: +31 481 361 687
E-mail: info@cascade-zandgrind.nl
Website: www.cascade-zandgrind.nl

Norway
norwegian Mining and Quarrying industries 
Visiting Adress: Oscarsgate 20, Homansbyen
Mailing Adress: P.O. Box 7072 Majorstuen 
N-0306 OSLO
Tel: +47 225 901 30/31
Fax: +47 225 901 33
E-mail: epost@norskbergindustri.no 
Website: www.bergindustrien.no

Poland
polski Związek pracodawców producentów Kruszyw
ul. Sienkiewicza 48/50
PL-25-501 Kielce
Tel: +48 41 344 66 88
Fax: +48 41 344 66 88
E-mail: biuro@kruszpol.pl 
Website: www.kruszpol.pl

Portugal
associação nacional da indústria Extractiva e 
transformadora (aniEt)
Rua Julio Dinis, 931 1° Esquerdo
PT-4050-327 Porto
Tel: +351 22 609 66 99
Fax: +351 22 606 52 06
E-mail: geral@aniet.pt 
Website: www.aniet.pt

Romania
asociatia profesionala a producatorilor de  
agregate (appa)
Carpat Agregate SA
Sos. Bucuresti – Ploiesti, nr. 1A, corp C, et. 1, sector 1
013681 Bucuresti, Romania
Tel: +4 021 311 59 83
Fax: +4 021 311 57 13
E-mail: catalin.gariuta@carpatagregate.ro

Slovak Republic 
slovenské združenie výrobcov kameniva (sZVK)
Osloboditel’ov 66
SK-040 17 Kosice
Tel: +421 (0)907 914119 or +421 (0)55 6998610
Fax: +421 (0)55 6998605
E-mail: kancelaria@szvk.sk
Website: www.szvk.sk

Spain
Federación de Áridos - Fda
Travesía de Téllez, 4 Entreplanta Izquierda
ES-28007 Madrid
Tel: +34 915 522 526
Fax: +34 914 344 415
E-mail: secretariafda@aridos.info 
Website: www.aridos.info

Sweden
sBMi swedish aggregates producers association
Box 55684
SE-102 15 Stockholm
Tel: +46 8 762 62 27
Fax: +46 8 762 62 39
E-mail: bjorn.strokirk@sbmi.se 
Website: www.sbmi.se

Switzerland
FsKB - Fachverband der schweizerischen Kies- 
und Betonindustrie
Bubenbergplatz 9 / Postfach
CH-3001 Bern
Tel: +41 31 326 26 26
Fax: +41 31 326 26 29
E-mail: info@fskb.ch 
Website: www.fskb.ch

Turkey
akcansa cimento sanayi ve ticaret. a.s.
Marmara Cad. Mimar Sinan Beldesi 
34500 Buyukcekmece-Istanbul
Tel: +90 212 866 10 18 
Fax: +90 212 866 12 00
E-mail: ozgur.ozturk@akcansa.com.tr
Website: www.akcansa.com.tr

United Kingdom
Minerals products association (Mpa)
Gillingham House
38-44 Gillingham Street
London SW1 1V 1HU
Tel: +44 207 963 8000
Fax: +44 207 963 8001
E-mail: mclaughlin@mineralproducts.org 
Website: http://www.mineralproducts.org/
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uEpg Board, committees, task Forces,  
portfolios and general secretariat

UEPG BOARD

2007 – 2009 2009 – 2011

President 

Denis MERTENS Jim O’BRIEN

General Manager, Holcim
General Manager, Gralex
Gulledelle, 94
B-1200 Brussels

CSR Consultant (retired from CRH).
8 Dundela Avenue, Sandycove,
Co Dublin, Ireland
Tel: +353 87 246 3889
E-mail: jim@jimobriencsr.com
Website: www.jimobriencsr.com

Past President

Alain PASQUIER1 Denis MERTENS

Secretary General, UNPG
3 rue Alfred Roll
75849 Paris Cedex17
Tel: +33 1 44 01 47 16
Fax: +33 1 46 22 59 74
E-mail: alain.pasquier@unicem.fr
Website: www.unicem.fr

General Manager, Holcim
Office Park Nysdam, Avenue Reine Astrid 92
B-1310 La Hulpe
Tel: +32 2 634 45 01
Fax: +32 2 634 45 07
E-mail: denis.mertens@holcim.com
Website: www.holcim.com

Honorary President

Michael SCHULZ Michael SCHULZ

President BKS
General Manager, Hülskens Holding GmbH & Co.KG
Hülskensstraße 4-6
46483 Wesel, Germany
Tel: +49 (281) 204221
E-mail: michael.schulz@huelskens.de

President BKS
General Manager, Hülskens Holding GmbH & Co.KG
Hülskensstraße 4-6
46483 Wesel, Germany
Tel: +49 (281) 204221
E-mail: michael.schulz@huelskens.de

Treasurer

Jacques GROB Denis MERTENS

GROB KIES AG
Kies Entsorgung u. Transporte
Oberer Flooz
CH-9620 Lichtensteig- St. Gallen
Tel: +41 71 987 30 65
Fax: +41 71 987 30 61
E-mail: j.grob@grobkies.ch
Website: www.grobkies.ch

General Manager, Holcim 
Office Park Nysdam
Avenue Reine Astrid 92
B-1310 La Hulpe
Tel: +32 2 634 45 01
Fax: +32 2 634 45 07
E-mail: denis.mertens@holcim.com 
Website: www.holcim.com

1 Didier Audibert proposed that Alain Pasquier should represent France’s seat since he will be retired
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UEPG BOARD

2007 – 2009 2009 – 2011

Vice Presidents 

Roberto BONATI Alain PASQUIER

Managing Director,
HOLCIM AGGREGATI S.r.l. HOLCIM 
via Gobetti 2/a
IT-20063 Cernusco Sul Naviglio, Milano
Tel: +39 02 92 394 248
Fax: +39 02 92 103 883
E-mail: roberto.bonati@holcim.com 
Website: www.holcim.com

Secretary General, UNPG
3 rue Alfred Roll 
75849 Paris Cedex17
Tel: +33 1 44 01 47 16 
Fax: +33 1 46 22 59 74
E-mail: alain.pasquier@unicem.fr
Website: www.unicem.fr

Vladimir HERMAN Denis MERTENS

Vice-Chairman of Board of Directors,
Tarmac CZ a.s.
Rumjancevova 3
46089 Liberec
Tel: +420 485 251 931
Fax: +420 48 27 10 154
E-mail: vherman@tarmac.cz 
Website: www.tarmac.cz

General Manager, Holcim
Office Park Nysdam, Avenue Reine Astrid 92
B-1310 La Hulpe
Tel: +32 2 634 45 01
Fax: +32 2 634 45 07
E-mail: denis.mertens@holcim.com
Website: www.holcim.com

Board Members

Hermann REIFENSCHEID Hermann REIFENSCHEID

Executive Companion
LZR Lenz-Ziegler-Reifenscheid GmbH
August-Gauer-Str. 9
97318 Kitzingen
Tel: +49 93 21 70 02 60
Fax: +49 93 21 70 02 52
E-mail: h.reifenscheid@lzr.de 
Website: www.lzr.de

Executive Companion
LZR Lenz-Ziegler-Reifenscheid GmbH
August-Gauer-Str. 9
97318 Kitzingen
Tel: +49 93 21 70 02 60
Fax: +49 93 21 70 02 52
E-mail: h.reifenscheid@lzr.de 
Website: www.lzr.de

Simon van der BYL Simon van der BYL

Executive Director, Mineral Products Association
Gillingham House
38-44 Gillingham Street
London SW1 1V 1HU
Tel: +44 207 963 80 00
Fax: +44 207 963 80 01
E-mail: simon.vanderbyl@mineralproducts.org 
Website: www.mineralproducts.org

Executive Director, Mineral Products Association
Gillingham House
38-44 Gillingham Street
London SW1 1V 1HU
Tel: +44 207 963 80 00
Fax: +44 207 963 80 01
E-mail: simon.vanderbyl@mineralproducts.org 
Website: www.mineralproducts.org
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UEPG BOARD

2007 – 2009 2009 – 2011

Board Members

Martti KÄRKKÄINEN Francesco CASTAGNA
Senior VP, Development,
Production and Procurement
Rudus Oy Ab
Pronssitie 1 
P.O. Box 49 
FI-00441 Helsinki 
Tel: +358 400 422 890
Fax: +358 20 447 7376
E-mail: Martti.Karkkainen@rudus.fi

Associazione Nazionale Estrattori Produttori 
Lapidei ed Affini (ANEPLA)
Via Fontana 23
20122 Milano, Italy
Tel: +39 2 54104563
Fax: +39 2 55184325
E-mail: anepla@anepla.it 
Website: www.anepla.it

Francisco IBÁÑEZ DÍEZ Giuseppe MANISCALCO

Head of Aggregates, Cemex Espana S.A.
Hernandez de Tejada, 1
ES-28007 Madrid
Tel: +34 91 377 92 83
Fax: +34 91 377 95 29
E-mail: francisco.ibanez@cemex.com 
Website: www.cemex.com

Director de Hormigón, Cemex España S.A.
Hernandez de Tejada, 1
ES-28007 - Madrid
Tel: +34 915522526
E-mail: giuseppe.maniscalco@cemex.com
Website: www.aridos.info

Catalin GARIUTA

General Manager/President, Carpat Agregate SA
Sos. Bucuresti – Ploiesti, nr. 1A, corp C, et. 1, sector 1
013681 Bucuresti, Romania
Tel: +40 (21) 311 59 83
Fax: +40 (21) 311 57 13
E-mail: catalin.gariuta@carpatagregate.ro
Website: www.carpataggregate.ro

Elisabeth GAMMELSÆTER

Secretary General,
Norsk Bergindustri - Norwegian Mining and 
Quarrying Industries
Næringslivets Hus, Middelthunsgt 27
Postboks/P.O. Box 7072 Majorstuen, 
N-0306 Oslo, Norway
Tel: +47 23 08 88 40
E-mail: epost@norskbergindustri.no
Website: www.norskbergindustri.no
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UEPG COMMITTEES

2007 – 2009 2009 – 2011

Health & Safety 

Chair:   Martin Isles, MPA, UK

Vice-Chair:   César Luaces Frades, FdA, Spain

Secretary:   Dirk Fincke, UEPG General Secretariat

Chair:   Martin Isles, MPA, UK

Vice-Chair:   César Luaces Frades, FdA, Spain

Secretary:   Dirk Fincke, UEPG General Secretariat

Environment

Chair:   Arnaud Colson, Lafarge/UNPG, France
Vice-Chair:   Liam Smyth, ICF, Ireland
Secretary:   Julian Gonthier,  

UEPG General Secretariat

Chair:   Arnaud Colson, Lafarge/UNPG, 
France

Vice-Chair:   Liam Smyth, ICF, Ireland
Secretary:   Sandrine Devos,  

UEPG General Secretariat

Technical

Chair:   Jean-Marc Vanbelle, Holcim/FEDIEX, 
Belgium

Vice-Chair:   John Lay, MPA ,United Kingdom
Recycling:   Vincent Basuyau, SLAG/UNPG, France
Secretary:   Markus Schumacher, BKS, Germany

Chair:   Jean-Marc Vanbelle,Holcim/FEDIEX, 
Belgium

Vice-Chair:   John Lay, MPA ,United Kingdom
Recycling:   Brian James, MPA, United Kingdom
Secretary:   Markus Schumacher, BKS, Germany

Economic

Chair:  Hans-Peter Braus, BKS, Germany
Vice-Chair:  Jerry McLaughlin, MPA,  

United Kingdom
Secretary:  Dirk Fincke, UEPG General Secretariat

Chair:  Hans-Peter Braus, BKS, Germany
Vice-Chair:  Jerry McLaughlin, MPA,  

United Kingdom
Secretary:  Dirk Fincke, UEPG General Secretariat

UEPG TASK FORCES

2007 – 2009 2009 – 2011

Communication & PR

Chair:  Manfred Asamer, Asamer & Hufnagl, 
Austria

Chair:  Carl Hennrich, Austrian Association 
for Building Materials & Ceramic 
Industries (Austria)

Marine Aggregates

Chair:  Arnaud Colson, Lafarge/UNPG,  
France

Chair:   Arnaud Colson, Lafarge/UNPG, 
France

Biodiversity

Chair: Liam Smyth, ICF, Ireland Chair:  Liam Smyth, ICF, Ireland

Water Management

Chair:  César Luaces Frades, FdA, Spain
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PORTFOLIOS

2007 – 2009 2009 – 2011

Raw Material Supply Group (RMSG)

Denis Mertens, César Luaces Frades César Luaces Frades

RMSG Working Group: Sustainable Development Indicators

Arnaud Colson, Jerry McLaughlin Arnaud Colson, Jerry McLaughlin

RMSG Working Group: Sustainability of Extractive Industry Enterprises

Ulrich Hahn -

Non Energy Extractive Industries Panel (NEEIP)

César Luaces Frades César Luaces Frades

European Network on Silica (NePSi)

Martin Isles Martin Isles

Health & Safety - Standing Working Party of the Extractive Industry (Luxembourg)

Martin Isles Walter Nelles

European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (Bilbao)

César Luaces Frades César Luaces Frades

Liaison Network with Other Mineral Trade Associations

Hans-Peter Braus, Simon van der Byl Hans-Peter Braus, Simon van der Byl

Eastern European and Balkan countries

Manfred Asamer Manfred Asamer

EU Environmental Agency

General Secretariat Jens Madvig Nørgaard

CEN/TC 154 “Aggregates”

Jean-Marc Vanbelle Jean-Marc Vanbelle 

CEN/TC 227 “Road Materials”

Ulrich Hahn Ulrich Hahn 

CEN/TC 292 “Characterisation of waste”

Ulrich Hahn, Jean-Marc Vanbelle Jean-Marc Vanbelle

CEN/TC 351 “Construction Products”

John Lay -

GENERAL SECRETARIAT

Secretary General

Antony Fell

Public Affairs Manager

Dirk Fincke

Public Affairs Officer

Sandrine Devos

Public Affairs Assistant

Miette Dechelle
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Centre, bottom left ....... European Parliament in Brussels, Photograph by UEPG

Bottom, centre left ........Common Frog in Pond, Photograph by iStockphoto
Bottom, centre right .....European Commission, Berlaymont Building, Photograph by UEPG
Bottom, right ...................Recycled aggregates, Photograph by CRH, Ireland

President’s Introduction
Jerzy Buzek, Denis Mertens, Abraão Carvalho, Photograph by UEPG 
Jim O’Brien, Krzysztof Mączka, Michel Buzot, Arnaud Colson, Photograph by UEPG

An introduction to UEPG and Aggregates
Left .......................................Sandrancourt quarry, France, Photograph by UEPG
Centre .................................Ballincollig By-pass, Photograph by CRH, Ireland
Right ...................................Gravel, Photograph by iStockphoto

Left .......................................Porvoo Bridge, Photograph by INFRA, Finland
Centre .................................Quarry, Photograph by DR médiathèque Lafarge
Right ...................................Building, Photograph by iStockphoto

European Economic Developments
Left .......................................Highway Bridge under construction, Photograph by iStockphoto
Centre .................................Denis Mertens, Jim O’Brien, Photograph by UEPG
Right ...................................Sand quarry, Photograph by UNPG, France

Left .......................................Karl-Heinz Florenz, Photograph by UEPG
Centre .................................Gravel quarry, Photograph by DR médiathèque Lafarge
Right ...................................Günter Verheugen, Photograph by UEPG

Core Values 
Left ....................................... Viaduc de Millau Bridge, Photograph by UNPG, France
Centre .................................Sandrancourt quarry, Photograph by Lafarge, France
Right ................................... Nature at Niederbipp, Photograph by CRH

UEPG Organisational Structure
Left ....................................... UEPG Committee Meeting in Istanbul, Photograph by UEPG
Centre .................................UEPG Board Meeting, Photograph by UEPG
Right ................................... UEPG Committee Meeting in Istanbul, Photograph by UEPG

Health & Safety Committee
Left ....................................... Martin Isles, Photograph by UEPG
Centre .................................Rory Graham, Photograph by CN Charte, France
Right ................................... César Luaces Frades, Photograph by UEPG

Left .......................................Safety Check, Photograph by CN Charte, France 
Centre .................................Martin Isles, César Luaces Frades, Photograph by UEPG
Right ................................... Safety Check, Photograph by MPA, United Kingdom

Environment Committee
Left ....................................... Arnaud Colson, Sebastian Winkler, Photograph by UEPG
Centre .................................Quarry, Photograph by CN Charte, France
Right ................................... Liam Smyth, Photograph by UEPG

Left .......................................Entrepreneurs Forum, Photograph by UEPG
Centre ................................. Sand and gravel quarry, Photograph by Magnus Larsson, Sweden
Right ................................... Jo Leinen, Photograph by UEPG

Left .......................................Brian James, Photograph by UEPG
Centre ................................. Ocura quarry, Photograph by Holcim, Croatia
Right ................................... Arnaud Colson, Photograph by UEPG

Economic Committee
Left ....................................... Hans Peter Braus, Jerry McLaughlin, Photograph by UEPG
Centre .................................Gravel pit, Photograph by iStockphoto
Right ................................... Gordan Sredl, Thomas Guillot, Photograph by UEPG

Left .......................................Pierre de Prémare, Ingo Hammwöhner, Photograph by UEPG 
Centre .................................Asphalt Road, Photograph by iStockphoto
Right ................................... Jim O’Brien, Jacques Grob, Photograph by UEPG

Technical Committee
Left ....................................... Aggregates, Photograph by UNPG, France
Centre .................................John Lay, Jean-Marc Vanbelle, Markus Schumacher, Photograph by UEPG
Right ...................................Aggregates, Photograph by Lafarge, France

Left ....................................... Measuring vibrations, Photograph by CN Charte, France
Centre ................................. Jean-Marc Vanbelle, Photograph by UEPG
Right ................................... Sand pit, Photograph by iStockphoto

General Secretariat
Left .......................................Antony Fell, Paul Anciaux, Photograph by UEPG
Centre .................................Raw Materials Supply Group, Photograph by UEPG 
Right ................................... Dirk Fincke, Photograph by UEPG

Left ....................................... Sandrine Devos, Photograph by UEPG
Centre ................................. Rehabilitated quarry, Photograph by Lafarge, France
Right ...................................Miette Dechelle, Photograph by UEPG

UEPG Members
Left ....................................... Jaume Puig I Canal, Pavol Knaze, Photograph by UEPG
Centre ................................. Hans Peter Braus, Michael Schulz, Hermann Reifenscheid, 

Ulrich Hahn, Photograph by UEPG
Right ................................... Pia Rämö, Jens Madvig Nørgaard, Torbjørn Lilleås, Photograph by UEPG

Left ....................................... Carmen Ionescu, Ştefan Fincu, Photograph by UEPG
Centre ................................. Pedro Nevoa, Francisco Javier Andrada Andrada, Photograph by UEPG
Right ................................... Robert Wasserbacher, Manfred Asamer, Carl Hennrich, 

Photograph by UEPG

Board, Committees, Task Forces, Portfolios and General Secretariat
Left ....................................... Alain Pasquier, Martti Kärkkäinen, Photograph by UEPG
Centre ................................. El Día de los Árboles, Photograph by ANEFA, Spain
Right ................................... Graham Willmott, Denis Mertens, Elisabeth Gammelsæter, 

Photograph by UEPG

Left .......................................Alain Pasquier, Olivier Bertrand, Photograph by UEPG
Centre ................................. Frog, Photograph by CN Charte, France
Right ...................................Martin Nitsch, Gordan Šredl, Photograph by UEPG

Left .......................................Krzysztof Mączka, Michel Buzot, Photograph by UEPG
Centre ................................. Water reservoir, Photograph by SZVK, Slovakia
Right ...................................Özgür Öztürk, Photograph by UEPG

Left .......................................European Minerals Forum 2008, Photograph by UEPG
Centre ................................. Products from a gravel pit nearby Munich, Photograph by UEPG
Right ...................................Francesco Castagna, Cirino Mendola, Photograph by UEPG

Left .......................................Biodiversity Task Force Meeting, Photograph by UEPG
Centre ................................. PR & Communications Task Force Meeting, Photograph by UEPG
Right ...................................Marine Aggregates Task Force Meeting, Photograph by UEPG
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